Kenneth Lacey

I was ball turret gunner with Ray Ramstad’s crew and flew my first mission
May 5, 1944, to Polesti and my last mission Sept 17, 1944, as tail gunner
with C.O. Col. Ambrosin to Rakas, Hungary. I was with 455" Group 742"
squadron.

Kenneth Lacey

RR1, Box 7
Indianola, NE, 69034
(308)364-2518

Picture taken after completing 50 missions Sept. 17, 1944, with 455" Bomb
Group 742™ sq. Flying with C.O. Colonel Edwin C. Ambrasin as
Tailgunner to Marshaling Yards at Rakos, Hungary.




The only crew to return from the Moosbierbaum, Austria, raid June 26,
1944. Our squadron, the 742™ lost 7 ships and crews including Lt. Raider
E. Ramstad, who was piloting a new crew. He bailed out, and was taken
prisoner for more than a year.

Lt. Kelley was Operations Officer and had previously lost his crew. We
flew with him at times after that. Lt. Swanner became our First Pilot.
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Sgt. William F. Pelkey — Tailgunner

Sgt. Chester R. Pratt — Waistgunner '
Lt. Henry Kelley — Pilot and Assistant Operations Officer
Lt. Glen W. Nelson — Bombardier

Lt. Charles E. Swanner — Co-Pilot

Front Row:

Sgt. Anthony C. Brodeur — Radio & Nosegunner
Sgt. Howard Blumbery — Waistgunnet

Sgt. James R. Thomas — Engineer & Top Turret
Sgt. Kenneth D. Lacey — Ball Turret Gunner
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This is an ME 109. The Romanian pilot brought Col. Gunn back from |

prison camp and, as I remember, the pilot was given a P-51. He then flew
for U.S.




The large door in the middle of the Old Castle is where we had some of our

briefing before missions and interrogation after missions. The smaller door |
on the left was the Red Cross door where they brought out a long table and |
had a shot of Irish Whiskey, coffee, and donuts after a mission. I




Kenneth Lacey 49™ Mission

This was my 49" mission, Sept. 15, 1944. This was not a bad target and
we had no problems, but with a magnifying glass, look at the little planes on
the ground in lower right pictures. They had hundreds of planes put there
for future use but couldn’t get out with them as too short of pilots and fuel.
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This is an interesting picture of P-51 Fighter escort we had. My grandson
with the computer system says he might find out who the pilot was with the
tail markings and number. (Note: look at bottom of copy Airdromeat,
Athens)




Raider Ramstad

These important copies were given to me by Raider Ramstad. He had been
my pilot and went down June 26, with Sensenbrenner at Moosbierbaum.
This info refers only to the 742™ sq. Ray retired from the Air Force as Lt.
Colonel. He should have been a Full Colonel but due to his more than a year
in prison camp, he missed a promotion and the military never followed
through and made the connection. Ray was able to obtain these classified
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e ending General, Fifteenth Alr Force, APO 520, & %
i S?E?. Attn: Historian, (THRU: Chennels). v | .

! ) g ;. ‘ ,.:. .I ! | i
j . Unit history of the T42nd Bombardment Squadron (H), 455th
; ’ Bombardg;ent giou (H) ,y304th Winﬁ, Fifteenth Ailr Force forl-.;fltha pers. :
1od of 1 June 19?#4.‘00 1 July 1944. iy s

" a. The present designation of the unlt 18 45|5t|‘::.“}30mb-f t
1 . ardment Group (H). : B &
8 b. There were no changes in organizatlion. 4 e LS 8 R
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. Strength, commissioned and enlisted. .- - T Ty
i (Jj‘ a%tbéginning of period-=-96 offlicars Iand;&il gg-

R (2) net increase=---0 officers and 0 enlisted men. . !

MYM'S-WQ“‘&“ FLawKy net decrease---18 officers and 34 enllsted men. !
TN Y Ez; at end of period--T8 officers and 377 enlisted me:

o Vg ATTnd 1044, 10 aircraft with 39 officers and ..
- ! 60 enlistedsmen( %zlrticipated in the bombing of Miskolc, IHung;a.ry. = i
] | The mission was successful; all aircraft returned; there were no R
;] '. cesualtlies. _ ;o s ' : & Jad (.5
(2) Hiiuréd 1984, 11 aircraft with 42 off;cgﬁs ant’ 66
enlisted men participated in the bombing of CGemoa, Italy. issigﬁf
was successful; all alrcraft returned; no casualtles. O

. .'..,. ‘ S _' ” : L"‘ :: !
(3) 6 June 19M= 9 aircraft wlth 35 Offiders &_I}dﬁ{&g
onlisted men participated in the bombing of Brasov, Rumenia, Mis8io

. was successful; all_ planes returned, there werje: no Icasuglthié?: Lo ?
(4) .#%‘uﬁé“ﬂ?‘#’; 11 sireraft with 43 officersa &nd’ 67

i
?

i > Mission |
n perticipated in the bombing of Genoa, Italy.,. |
Sﬁéigﬁggeggmli; all glanea returned; there wers no casualties. .

(5) 9 June 1944; 10 aircraft with 38 officers and 65

5 Germany. Miss=’
enlisted men participeting in the bombing of Munich, =
ion was Buccers)sful; all planes returned; theTe were no cas}zalti_ea.;f
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: (7)) 11 June 1944," 10 sircraft with 3I of icers and ;
60 enlisted men participated inthe bombihg of Giurgiu,
Mission was successful; all planes returned there wera no casualtie

: (8) ﬁ}ﬂJuﬁé“1944" 10 aircraft with. 30 orficera and

62 enlisted men participated in:the bombing of Mu#ich, Germany, '
Mission was successful; one plane falled to return; 3 officers, 1.
flight officer, and 6 enlisted men are missing in’ agtlon. 4

(9) 16 June 1044, 10 aircrsft with 40 bfficers and:
62 enlisted men participated in the bombing of Vienna, Austria.
Mission was successful; all planes returned' there were nc\casualti

(117
M'L" FLT 4d& CA®CK (15) oomaqws™DNA, 11 sircratt with.36 oPflcers and||

(cougﬁyﬁ)GO enlisted participated in the bombing of Chivasso, Italy. Miasib'
was successful;all planes returned; there were no oahualtiea. & ;}

AThis was ol e el BiRS T (11) RENTYESIGAE . 10 siroraft with 36 officers and!

;:f :Mfe?.and 61 enlisted men participated in the bombing of Craiova, Rumania
|ir swanwes Misslon was successful; .81l planes returned,.there were ‘no casualtL
/o + AAnD FROM LeF7 scAT

Ton A comaaT Mission (10} é5 June 1944, 11 sirocraft with 41 officbra and

- 66 enlisted men participated in the bombing of Arlea¢]Franca. Miss

lon was successful; all planes retunred; there wera nu caaualtiesa

\
. (13)986" e ‘1944," 9 airoraft With 34 bbrisars and: !
oNE WAY B4 enlisted men participated in the bombing of Modsbivrbium, Aust i
owLy. Mission was successful; 6 planea failed to- retunq 23 officers and;
"' 36 enlisted men are missing in action. V 1¢ e

I's

§ CHIE 5 e (14) 28 June 1944, 6 aircraft with 22 offioebs anid

36 enlisted men participated in the bombing of Karlovo, Bulsaria.'
Mission was sucoeaaful, all planes returmed; there were no esuldltle:

f il
(15) 30 June 1944, 6 aircraft with 23 oft1cers and .
36_enlisted men took off to bomb Oderlap, Germany.: Mission unauo&ee
ful due to weanher,!all planes returned; there were no- caaualtlas‘;

R Major Edwin C, Ambrosen led the aqhadruL on the ljthj
16th and 25th of Juneo iy ! ' I,_. .‘; T G __.".\\.

I
Lo Loaaba 1n action. ' L. ! |
(1) 13 June 1Q44--Munich, Germany.'| . ' . ' ., i
. 3 F/0 Hugh L. Masaeﬁ r.--missing = il ngily o
e 2nd Lt. David R. Hawley--missing = " !}* wa'; 4
e, 2nd Lt. Rudolph A, Soltys=-missing @ i/ 'y F© R
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2nd Lt, Alexander (NMI) Popadines--missing . . !
.8/8gt. John J, Miller--missing||.__--.r s _yuﬁ
et B/Sgt. Robert F, Gordon--missing . .. @ .« i~ L}
~ Sgt., Joel L, Gillkam-~missing | i‘dg=ﬁ,iﬂ .
. Sgt. Garvin R, Handley=-emissing . .
- T/Sgt. Chester p. Wantuck--missing :}
- Bgt. Williem M, Blater-—miuaing
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(2)
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26 June 1944-Moosbierbaum, Austiia, -k-ifﬂnyQﬂﬁi4F*’

T8t Lt Samuel A, Archibald--missing ' 2
5nd Lt William (NMI) Ungemach, Jr.---mlssing

2nd Lt Elben B. Ezell=--missing
2nd Lt William .O, Barnard--missing -

' T/3gt Harry (NMI) Seller--missing

(3)

(5)

(6)

ay

T/8gt . William J, Madzik--missing
3/8gt Joseph R. Hachey=-misslng

" S/8gt Joseph A, Abbondondello--missing

S3/8gt Miller D. Todd--missing
9/8gt Donald R. Teisinger--missing

26 June 1944-Moosbierbaum, Austtia,
2nd Lt William C, JackiBun--missing *
2nd Lt Robert H, Ahrens=--missing . .-

~2nd Lt Thomas L, Smith--missing .

2nd Lt Samp B. Tolar, Jr--missing
8/8gt Robert R. Sloper=--missing

- 8gt Fred E, Beltz--missing

Sgt fam (NMI) Christanus--missing
Sgt Dominick F. Citino--missing

S?Sgt Samuel 8. Rosenberg=--missing
Sgt Robert L., Truex--mlssing i
1

18t L  Ralph D, Sensenbrenner--mie#ing . % i i
‘2nd Lt Ralder E, Ramstad--missing - = o'
ond"Lt Len (NMI) Giovennitti--missing .

2nd Lt Bernard F, McGrane--migsing
T/Sgt Longin J. Jestrzembowski--missing
T/Sgt Buren M, Nerren--missing

S/Sgt Harry C. Sellars--missing

8/8gt Edward J., Renner--missing

8/8gt Rollin M, Scott--missing

9/8gt Russel W, Plowmen--missing

2nd Lt Jack D. Montgomery=--migssing
2nd Lt Lewis P, Sims--missing

2nd Lt Louis H. Friedberg--missing ./

2nd Lt Arthur R, Tilley--missing
Sgt . M%ron L., Ovens--mlasing
S/8gt Williaem G, McCoin--missing

Sgt Donald Rc Michael--missing S

Sgt Phillip (NMI) York--missing .
Bgt Arthur ENMI Amborski--missing -
Sgt Sidney (NMI) Welss--missing :

1st Lt James B. Brown--missing .
2nd Lt Daniel C. McKee--missing !
2nd Lt Julian 8. Santina--missing
2nd Lt Sherman W. Ford--mlssing :
T/Sgt Earl M, Shollenberger--missing
T/S5gt George L. Balmer--missing
8/8gt Martin &. Goldmen--missing
8/Sgt James A, Kimsey--missing

S/Sgt Eddy D, Grauwiller--missing
8/8gt David (NMI) Yee--missing
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(7) 26 June 1944--Moosbierbsum, Austris. Shdbid s
-{ 1st Lt Robert A. Montgomery iy TR LA
| 2nd Lt Edward N. Sabo LRty fa
e ond Lt David C. Brothers Yoo f R
i T?Sgt Edward J. Pritchard P
i T/Sgt James B, Mason . R i :
| - 8/8gt Joseph M. Button o B :
; S/8gt Thomes J. Leithauser vt H el vy b
| ¥y - 8/8gt Henry G. Smith ¢ .
| Joess et 8/3gt Eaward L. Kyle = TR
L4 e K
j« Members who have distinguished themselves .. i;¥=w"wni¢;
; e .+ .+ . (1) Captain Robert L. Blackmun--saving lives of three..
} injured crew members from burning plane at San Giovanni, Fleld, .. .
. _ Italy on 20 April 1944y Awarded the Boldiar's Medal. gyn diNe win

% (2) 1st Lt William A, Beck, Jr.,-=-brought ‘ﬁi‘a‘ eripplec
airoraft back from & reid on Bucharest, Rumania on April:l5 with ...
1000 flek and bullet holes in it and two wounded. crew members &=, .
board. Awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. - . it ok 8

b (3) 1et Lt Willis A. Pardoe--piloted his alroraft on '
an individual bombing run on & vital enemyrailrosd and directed his

: . gunners in the destruction of seven (7) enemy aircraft. Awarded
‘ the Distinguished Flylng Cross. ’ AR et

~ (4) T/Bgt Walter W. Edge--englneerof Lts Béck shiplgi

'on the rald at Bucharest. Worked constatly for twoe hotirs /in 40 i
below Wweather to bring the ship back. Awarded the Distingulshed =

) - .Flying Cppss, , i REETART
) .l "2, Enclosed;is the War Diary of this organization for the
* . .period 1 June to 1 July 1944. i -, i El e G
: | ' For 4he Commandip Offtder:| t |1i 1
. . :_i,;_- 'h.‘ ¢
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] - and heavy. Three ME-109's &nd 3 JU-88's were obamerved--ond JU<88 !
! .. made done unaggressive pass at the formation--no damage resulted and !
He made nd claims, All Elanes returned safely. : Results were good-  :

3% of the bombs fell within 1000 feet and 85k within 2000 fee¢t. One ;

direct hit with a 1000 pounder was made on the west end and some di-

rect hite and several near misses on the east end. Several Forts' . |

resses were observed in the target area making individual rins--with

. & heavy escort. Our escort today consisted of P%51's, The follow=~ .

' "ing personnel of Lt Keil's orew left for Capri Rest Camp today: Lts -

wooig

TR L

. i el

R R

L e Kell, Crum, Leach and.Pickerill plus T/Sgts Dote and Agnew, 8/8gts
1 . Medel and Oleyash, E _— Sl gl
| '. il : ) 7 I i -‘:‘r':-\....' ‘]_"‘," T I!J 1
6 g 26°Tund? . We sufferédftheé hirdest blow on™alraid’touay; AEELE = |
i ol this squadron‘has ‘ever experiencedi 8ix combat crews are losSt-- Wy
bﬂﬁKNOfficers”and enlisted men., Se "Were ‘on*their 50th missidn and?
: ‘21 were scheduled to fo home soon.

Many“of our ‘ériginlal’orews wentd
~down, We had ten ships scheduled for & rald on & synthetld oll re- ;'

finery at Moosblerbaum,; Austria--about 20 miles northwest of Vienna,':

my cRew  Lt'Watson~did-not get!off the ground while LtafTaylorfanq¥NdeShl¢;4g
e ew wirH Vareiprior returnd., Of the seven remaining ships, which reached £hg@%
r ety A5 target, onIp Lt KelI"an§ﬂhiy’bbewFrsturneduaafel?;éfEEnort,was pro="
T was »7¥ vided by P-38's and P-51's. Enemy aircraft were encount?red,atﬂBratf
yr“”sﬁi: islava at 0920, A group of ME-210's, ME-110's and JU-88'as cdme up. .
st to meet the formation--the enemy ailrcraft succeeded in separeting .. ;
{ - the estorts from the bomber formations. Then 50t060 twin engined | '™
| alrcraft made aggressive attacks from head on, diving to within 50 !
yards--then diving through the formation. Some of the enemy twin« ' ..
engined planes stayed out of range and lobbed rockets at our for-' "
| - mation--all were firing 20 millimeter ammunition: These &attacka . - -
)|| -~ 1ested until the I.FP.. was.reached. !Our planes were ‘in Fboxg with !
i Lts 'Kelley-and Jackson in D-Box,;88dond ‘section,isand otir-planés bory

. -
']
l'“' "
1 .

ue Tfﬁ, the .brunt-of the 'enemy attacks. In the target area &nd after bombs’
DY en®"pr BWay about 60 ME-109's and FW-190's attacked out of the sun. ‘They
Ffwuﬁg"adOVG 1nt? the formation and pressed their attacks aggressively to , .
ﬂ“m ﬁmf“lEO yards, One enemy fighter crazhed inte 2 homber--both ships goe '°
H17%0 “per®"ing down, Attacks were made singly, in pairs and threes from A1l
| around the clock. As usual, flak was enocountered--intense, accurate
ATP ghT &nd heavy. Very little definite information is availlable about any .
of our crews who want down. The following personnel are logt! Lts ..
Robert A, Montgomery, Edward N. Sabo end David C. Brothers plus T/8gt
Edward J. Pritchard and James B, Magson and 3/8gts Joseph M, Sutton,
| ¢ Thomas J, Leithauaer, Henry C. Smith, Edward L. Kyle and B/Bgt Fran=
' - . 6ls M, Moore, photographer of the 743rd Squadron. No informatior on-
3 . . this crew except that they were lost in the target area as were all ..
; Of our six shipas. Lt James B. Brown was lagt seen in the target area
- gith his engines smoking. .His crew included: Lts Daniel C, McKee,
I e ulian S. Santina and Sherman W, Ford, T/Sgts Earl M, Shollenberger '
. ‘i, é&nd George L. Balmer, S/Sgts Martin J. Goldman, James A, Kimsey, -
‘W, Eddy D, Grauwiller and David (NMI) Yee. No definite information i8
£ %Vaélable on Lt, Jack D. Montgomery's crew which included: Lts Lewis
= 1mi and Louis H, Friedberg, S/S%; Williem G, McCoin and Bgts <
_ Ag%ggaki Oveng, Donald R, Michael, 111ip (NMI) York, Arthur (NMI) .
! and Sidney (NMI) Weiss, No definite information,isibvail«s:

il .~~~ @ble as to the fate of Lt Ralph D. Sensenbrenner and his orew which '
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 included: Lte Raider E.' Ramstad Len (NMI) Gidvannitti,

Bernerd F.!

-{ f + MecGrene plus T/Sgts Longin J. Jastrzembowski and Buren H._Nerren.ﬁ

) .- '8/Bgts Harry C. Sellars, Edward J. Renner, Rollin M, Socott and Russ

) ;Qi};#g el W, Plowman. - No news of Lt Williem C, Jaokaon and his crew which

.~ %, inocluded: Lts Robert H, Ahrens, Thomas L. Smith and Bamp B. Tolar,:
. 't Jr., plus S/8gts Robert R. Sloper and Samuel S,:Rosenberg, Bgts ' .
"4 PFred E, Beitz, 8am (NMI) Christanus, Dominick F, Citino, Robert Ll
i- "ty Truex.  Some Ainformation is avallable on Lt Samuel A, Archibald and
. ... his orew,: They were last seen in the target area with, fire behind,
J -~ "% #2 engine. They went down gent%x—qﬁ;@ight and level=then feathered
vt - " #2 and went into & oirale.. One Wlin e3d reported 6 chutes.from this
.. '+ plane-anbthér, five. Besides Lt Archibald the crew.included Lts ::
U W4113am (NMI) Ungemach, Jr., Elben B. Ezell and William ;0 Barnard:
Lt plng T?Sgta Harry (NMIJ Beiier and William J. Madzik,; .8/8gte Joseph

Ty

R, Hachey, Joseph A, Abbondondello, Miller D, Todd and Donald R, :

--ﬁwfcgﬁiJ Telsinger. B Lt~Henry Kelly,>assistsant’ operations officer, did &ires

i Markable:feat in bringing his ship and crew home-~our pn1y£crew to:

: Ly return, #Hisvorew gallantly fought swarms of enemy aircraft--the £é.
LT ek f-5m1ng_gl§1mg_ﬂg¥gdyaju;_gi anEory“C. I—h--oEearurI!1 nase turret gunner)
: - eg e

ow This' glains 2 F¥ =190 ©_destroy d: Sgt Howard (NMI] Blumberg, right waist
“|messzol, - gunner, glaims onefW-190 destroyed; Cpl James R, Thomes,. tail gunn-

er;Qla1ma_Qnﬂ_lﬂ:lﬁgwﬁgéizgiﬂg_ﬁgg Sgt_Chester R, Fratt,, left waist

. ', punner, cleims one FW-190 destroyed. Lt Kelley's 8hlp was savagely
v, attacked~~the enemy flghters coming as close as 30 yardse.. It 18 .

-, felt certain that our six lost ships accounted fox.a number of, Mazi,

,jg ;. fighters before they were downed., Today's diskstrous raid waes'a ble
1 4 to morale”in the squadron--so many of our originial combat men were
' dopt, We only héva ¥ planes after today's raid and by - Juggling men
‘5! 8lx complete crews are all we can put in ‘the air. ; However, thid eve

1.  .&'4 ning, We received & new orew and another ship, number 325, named .

L1

oo 4L "Chigglebofumbie", which meens "Som of & B----" in Indian. | The per-
. 8onnel of the new orew is &as follows: 2nd Lts James R, Bush; Day=:
... ton A, Starnes and Harold B, Dale, F/0 Raymond L._Kiefférjyﬁ/Sgtswd
Wl George W, Frank and Russell D, Eddingfield and Sgtas Hipolis F.. . %
prvo et Kosinski, F. V, Karatens, Charles H, Morris and Pvt Herbert=d,Vohpq
: ' ¥ 7 chatzer., The following enlisted ground personnsl 1eft'for,a¢5¢daﬁj
- furlough at San Bpirito Rest Camp! Sgts Beck, Yatea, Dorigan; Mac«’
-+ kessy and E, N, Miller; Cpls Rein, Nugent, Lanham,:Daugherty, T. A,
~ 1 ;% ~Rosag and Pfos Ou I,;Chong and J. H. Robinson. The commanding office
i oa ki ennounced today that the following named flying officers have been
4 Thp iy promoted to the grade of First Lieutepant: Aaron Ariff,. o¢h DS 4in the

v ¢t States, Thomas A, Bell, also home &s the result of combat injuries,
ﬁﬁﬁﬁfwﬁﬁﬁfQﬂxld_ﬁa_ﬁzgigg:ﬁ : y James A, Cowdern, Harry L.;Crotzer, 4’
.. dkel Robert K. Knox, DS in the states, and Thomas 4. Watson. ,Btone was.,
griggl unloaded today for an addition to the enlisted men's dayroom which,i
‘weiiw- 8t present, is far too small to be adequate .for the enlisted imen's;

-“@;needs.‘-Plans are to double the present size of the gayroqu¢,¢;ﬁﬂ,

1&@4&?3&@}Jay S, Gaenzle, William J. Gross, Robert S. Hespeller, John Kamlhéﬁy

klk“fléi'Juné 19848 ¢ ' A midsion was scheduled fop £6d§§: buﬁ;i£puaéﬁ°gﬁ;l
tijdicelled. - Our squadron had #&ix ships ready fobr thé raid;;ahﬁexcéllent
fyrecord considering our losses_of yesterday,  However, 4hd, mission - |

i I-f_-’ IH’S-B; cancelled. , We réceifr'ed ; th ‘new ships tOdS.y‘. = Thig 'h'B.LB, B’J' qulet’.
t;]}{;damr-ggtting ready for the next misslon. .. 5 il ;wrﬂgﬁﬁqfq-ﬁdgﬁf
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