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FROM OUR PRESIDENT - Your response to our last Cerignola Connection for dues payment and
finding new members was gratifying and I appreciate your cooperation. We are trying to
make participatien 100%, so if you have not already sent Louis Hansen your dues, do so
today, We are doing well on finding fellow 455th members, If one has the person's full
name, AGO number o rsocial security numbers and induction address, we have & good chance
af finding him through govermment locator facilities, Get this information abour people
you remember to Bob Armstrong (2600 Licttell Ave., Des Molnes, LA 50321)or me (6205
Meadow Ct., Rockville, MD. 20852) and we will work together to find them. Dave Frawley,
one of our Directors has Leen working on eatablishing a Chaprer of our Association, to
include the states of Alabama, Florida, Georpias, Mississippil, and Scuth Carclina. He is
doing this as a test to see if there is enough interest with members getting together
between our reunions which oceur every two years. Dave has sent questionnaires to known
members in these states, 1If he missed you, his address is: 2073 Skimmer Ct., #214,
Clearwater, FL 34622. We will keep you informed on this. Louie Hansen and I are
starting the planning for our reunion next year. A strong case can be made for having
it in connection with installing our memorial at the Air Force Academy on October 4,
1991, I will be working with our Directors on this and will announce the decision and
plans in our next Cerignola Connection. Here's a bit of trivia. Did you know the flying
time between Mitchell Field, New York and Cerignola was 60 hours in our B-24H aircraft
with the longest leg between Natal, South America and Dakar, Africa, a total of 12 hours?
What features on our B-24's made them "H" models over prior ones? Who remembers how
long the boat trip was from Hampton Roads, Virginia to Italy and the names of the ships?
Let me hear from you on these items. BEST WISHES - ALFRED ASCH, President

FINAL FLIGHTS - It is with deep regret that we learned of the last flights of 5/85gt Jack
Abbott and M/5gt Robert Limnell. Jack was a Director of our organization, and & life
member. He was the Tail Cunner on "Ole Soldier", 74lat Squadron and a member of Bob
Christensen's crew. Jack was wounded on Jume 13, 1944 and received the Purple Heart.
Jack was an enthusiastic and encouraging pusher of the 455th Bomb Group Assoclation and
will be missed greatly by uvus all.

Bob was in oripginal cadre in Clovis, Hew Mexico, the EM in charge of group operations.
After the war Bob went on to the University of Tulsa and graduate school, spending &0
years teaching at the college level. Bob's son is an AF Academy graduate, AF fighter
pilot, and now with the Air ¥ational Guard. His daughter is a CPA. We will all miss
Bob and extend our sympathy to both tha Abbotr and Linnell family members.

AN APPEAL TO FOHMER 743rd Squadron members, &s the history takes shape, we find that we
have very few 743rd crew pictures, We have about 200 of the other squadrons. Unless you
guys can help Hugh Graff, there won't be many photos of the 743rd crews in history, Hugh
has established Hovember 1, 1990 as a cutoff date for pictures - atmosphere pictures,
crew pilctures, particularly replacement crews, plus any narrative material, diaries, and
other information of interest as to the group history. Send this material to Hugh Graff,
12515 Sheldon Rd., Mantua, OH 44255%. Hugh wants to get this history out before you need
glasses to read ir.




FINAL FLIGHT - It is with deep regret that we lecarn of the last flight of Tom Lyle Mitchell,
December 2, 1989. We extend our sympathy to family members. Tom was Intelligence Officer
for the 743rd Bomb Squadron, 455th Bomb Group and was most instrumental in the early days
getting the 455th Bomb Group Association together. Besides coordinating the flrst three re-
unions, he published a newsletter and made many perscnal telephone calls, and wrote many
letters to group members just to keep in touch.

Mike Stohlman, Engineer Gunner of %esley Powell's crew, 740th Squadron, sent a newspaper
article titled "Bomber Crew Reunites 45 Years After Chaos'" I can't print their picture
since no phote was included, but crew members wera: Wesley Powell, Pilot; Curtls Kell,
Co-Pilot; Joe Perkins, Navigator; Bill Gemmill, Bombardier; Charles Qltarzewski, Engineer
Gunner; George Harvey, Radio Operator Gunner; Bill Hill, Tail Gunner: Robert Belding, Ball
Gunner; Lawren Rittenhouse, Nose Gunner {the latter now deccased). Their fateful day,

Augugt 26, 1944, 9th mission, Odertal, Germany. Seven of the crew reassembled and made it
back to Italy in 9 days, but three spent 3 months evading behlnd enemy lines. Their reunion,
first in 45 years, was held 1in Louisiana. Another is planned for next year.

Seymour Gaynes, 743rd Navigator writes about a recent trip back to Ttaly, Rome, Cerignola,
and Bari. Whlle there he visited the U. §S. Cemetery at Anzio - Nettuno (about an hour south
of Rome). He says there's a whole section devoted to the 15th Alr Force and a wall with MIA
names engraved on it. "It was very awe—inspiring and reallv beautiful. Many of the 15th Alr
Force Bomber Crew Members are buried there. '"Although it's sad, it is beautiful to see how
the U.S. takes care of its lost buddies, even today."

From the FILFTEENTH ARMY AIR FORCE -~ The Liberator bomber "Leakin Deacon' has compiled the
remarkable combat record of having participated in 46 of the first 53 missions flown against
the enemy by a Liberator bombardment group based in Southern Italv. Then it took an engine
change to kcep her out of the line-up. During one stretch she flew on 27 consecutive
missions, with all of them coming during a 13 day period. Few 1f any of her forays agalnst
the enemy were of the short-range variety, the flights lasting from 5 to 7% hours. Numerous
Naki fighters have seen the "Leakin Deacon” through their sights, several for the last time,
and she has been target for all the flak batteries of every major German held city in
southern Europe. Her insignla, a colored deacon in a high silk hat carrying a fruit jar of
moonshine, painted on her blunt nose, is a familiar and reassuring sight to the crew members
of other craft in the group formation. DBy her consistent appearances in the line-~up, she

has come to symbolize a sort of indestructible '"Rock of Apes' to the combat personnel. The
"Deacon's" contributien te the eradication of Nazi factories, railroad yards, aircraft plants
and airdromes amounts to more than 230,000 pounds of high explosives, demolition, Incendiary
and fragmentation bombs. Pilot of the '"Leakin Neacon" is Capt. Daniel J. Necuman, 23,
formerly of Albany, Oregon. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs, J. J. Neuman. Other crew members:
Co-Pilot, lst Lt. John E. Cayea; Bombardier, 2nd Lt. Thomas H. Hardman; Navigator, 2nd Lt.
Wylie A. Smith; FEngineer, T/Sgt Emmett Ledbetter Jr.; Radio Operator, T/Sgt. George W. Kloos;
Assistant Englneer, 5/Sgt Clyde J. Kennedy: Assistant Radio Operator, §.S5gt Marshall .
Hilgendorf; Arm Gunner, 5/Sgt Reid B. Peck; Arm Gunner, $/Sgt Ernest A Phillips (ED: The
"Leakin Deacon'' was shot down on a mission with a replacement crew. Status of Neuman, Kloos,
and Philllps, unknown. Cayea, Hardman, Xennedy, Hilgendorf, deceased.)

FOR SALE 455th Bomb Group Memorial Plaques. These plaques are a small version of the one
dedicated as a memorial in the 455th Bomb Group, at the USAT Museum Memorial Park, Wright
Patterson AFB, during October of 1988. 6" x 6" bronze replica, with raised letters, make
nice mementos and gifts. TIllustrating a B-24, the plaque reads: 304th Wing, 15th air Force.
This memorial is dedicated to the officers and enlisted men of the 455th bombardment group
(11 who served so valiantly in the defense of freedom during World War TT. They distin-
guished themselves at San Giovanni, Italy, during 1944 and 1945. Combat Missions - 255,
Distinguished Unit Citations, Two: Squadrons - 740th, 741st, 742nd, 743rd. Activated on 1
June, 1943 at Clovis New Mexlivo. Deactivated on 1 Sentember 1945 at San Giovanni, Italy.
DEDICATED 1988,

TO ORDER: Send 510 to Ross U, Strode, 1525 Poplar Dr., Fairborn, OH 45324, Plaques mailed
post paid. ‘'This is a 455th Bomb Group Association project,




The rqEEEd E-24 liherator - achleved fame during the Second World War as one of the Army Alr
Corps' mest reliable lung—range bombers. The 3-24D was the first version of the lLiberator to
be built in large quantitles, and mora than 2,700 of these alrcraft were produced pricr to
the Introduction of the B-24E. Though often overshadowed by the highly publicized exploits
of Boeing's B-17 Flying Fortress, the incredible B-24 saw action over more operational fronts
than any ocher American Bomber.

On December 29, 1919, the first of more then sighteen thousand Lo beratprs took to the air.
This remarkable aircraft was an englneering marvel, for though it was neicther aleek nor
praceful, it relied on a magnificent wing design that not only improved the alrcraft's opera-
tion range, but reduced drag as well. The long, high aspect ratio Davis wing was not the only
development that smazed the Army Alr Corps, for this revolutionary new bomber possessed tri-
cycle landing gear, two slab-like rudders, and two cavernous bomb bays that ended all doubt
that the B-24 was, indeed, a heavy hoaber.

During the service life of the aircrafr, the long, deep fuselage enabled the Army Air Corps

to adapt the Liberators to an endless variety of wartime tnsks. They served admirably, not
only as strategic bombers, but as photo-reconnaissance alrcraft, anti-submarine patrol planes,
and ¢argo transports as well,

Though initial]l versions of the B=-24 were deployed to the Mediterranean and Great Britain, the
desperate need for long-ranpge aircraft in the South Pacific caused the Liberator to become
the mainscay of Allied operations in the island campaigns., By 1943 the B-24 had replaced

tiie B-17 as the standard long-range heavy bomber in the South Pacific. Piloted by Ammy and
Navy alrcrews as well as Briclsh aviators, the Liberators fought wvaliantly until replaced by
massive waves of silver B-29s,

Powered by four Pratt and Whitney R-1830 radial engines, the lumbering B-24D could carry a
bomb load in excess of 12,000 pounds. Maximum speed was 300 mph at 30,000 fr. Defensive
armament consisted of no less than ten .30 caliber machine guns.

LIBERATOR REDESIGNED - Your editor recently had the opportunity to tour one of the last two
B-24 Liberators that is still flying., L noticed considerable redesipn of the ship since the
ald days. First, the belly of the plane is closer to the ground. 1 had to practicaly crawl
on my hands and knees to get up through the bomb bay. Second, they mist have ralsed the
flight deck considerably. I used to be ahle to take one hand and then juset flip myself up
onto the deck. Now I noticed that it takes a lor of effort to literally climb up onto the
deck. Third, the catwalk back to the rear is much, much narrower, Where 1 used to quickly
hreeze to the back with no effort whatsoever, now I find that with the catwalk being more
narrow, [ hoave to tuen sideways and work my way back., 1 wonder why thev had to redesign
such a popd thing.

YOUR HELP [S MEEDED - The family of Walter H. Baxau (daceased) would like ro obtaln some (n-
formation aboutr their farher. (Radio Operator, T/Sgt. 455th Bomb Croup, 740th Sguadron.
They would like to kaow rthe model of the B-24 he flew in, tail markings for the crew and

the 740th Squadron ares, and the name of the alrcruft assigned to the crew.) If anyone of
you out thers has any of this information, forward f{t on to Col. James Shumard, 3738 Oak
Valley Hd., Kettering, Ol A5660. WHe will see that the information 1s passed on to Eamily
memhars,

Times have changed — I have had the opportunity to read some of Tom Lyle Mitchell's early
newsletter. He certainly did a lot in those early days to try and hold the group together.
What caught my eye was the promotion for our lrd rewnion, 19530, {in Milwaukee. Room reser-
vations at Milwaukee's then finest hotel were 34 single...56.50 double!

walter ¥. Heidmous, 4230 Polaris Ave., Lompoc, CA 93436, writes: "1 would like to locate
the following 1ndi\iduaia or a family member, 1.e.: FEugene M. Bassert, James Rorell Brown,
and Russ Pederson." He has in his possession the original earicature drawinpgs of each, that
gracod the officer cluyb walls., Walter will be glad ro release these if someone will contact
him. He fa also seeking information on Anthony Costa and Marcin J. Schwab. Can anvone help?




455ch BOMB GROUP - IN THE AIR!




CERIGNOLA - AS IT WAS, AND PROBABLY Is!
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Upper Left - Church in Cerignola.

Upper Center - Frenchy the Cook,

Upper Right — Italian Boy Barber.

Lower Left - Ttalfan Laundrty Man.

Lower Center - Dowmtown Cerignola,

Lower Right - Sgt, "Pappy Irvin, Radar Tech. Gp. Hdq, He was from Columbus, Ohic at the time.
One cold moerning, he started the Group Weapons Carrder, vwhich had frozen in the mud overnlght,
and broke an axle in s¢ doing. A report was filled out and the cause listed as "inexperi-
enced driver"”. He was sent ro Headquarrers to explain it and was asked "Vhat did you do in
civilian 1ife?’ He answered "I drove a bus in Coluwbus, Ohioc for over 12 years."



Upper Lefe = 455th Homb Group Headquarters,
Upper Right - Perimeter Defense = British Anti Adircrafc,
Center Left - Graves at Casslino. Germans on lefr.
Genter Right - Santa at the 455th, |944.

Lower Lefr = Cerignola, Ttaly.

Lower Right — Publie Water, Cerignola, Ttaly.

Americans on rlght.



Remember the PIT at San Glovani where mission briefings were
Here [t s in living black and white!

Seymour Gavnes submits this phote rirlad
bors of Jack Davis' crew.

out there, vou'll have to let me know who is who.

nelgh- A litele grease, lots of liard work
Lf any of vou guys are and a tremendous amount of knowledpe
and thev kept them fiving! FPictured
apt. Al HMc Carn.




UVpper Lefy, Cecter Left, Lower Telt
Foppda ag 1t was then,

Upper Right — "This [n my B-2& and I'm
proud of 4. T don't care what auyone
gays!" M/Sgr Eddie Mercalf.

r Ris = "fGer the réeeh onrder, |
in here somewhere!"  M/8;nt
nenrge Nutroll, Sers Amos Ponmington.




Dog Blackmun of Glendale, Californla sends the photos of the 740th and 742Znd Dispensavy.

Phote on left, Zneeling, 1 to R: Pyt Ketcham, Cpl, Kratzer, Sat McNabb, Pvt Dirkey.

Back

rov, L to R: Capt Blackmun, Spt Machofsky, Sgt Clark, Cpl Henderson and Sgt Ramierez.

How To Find Lod: Friends

Want Eo find somesns An the Afir Force? Or someons
who has been? ‘The worldwide Locaror will assist vou
in locating active-duty, active Reserve, Hir
Ratlogal Cuard, or teflired members of the Alr Torce,

How does Lt work? le helps to Gave a lob of Infor—
matlon about che parsen balop soupht, especiolly
full name, service ar Socfal Secority number, and
grade. 1f this intorsatfon isn'c available, the
date amd place of pirch, ducy and assizmments, and
dateg are helpful to enayre that you find "the" lohn
Smich vou're mecking.

To contact menbers, searchers should prepare i leg-
tor to the indlvidual ond place It Qo 3 sealed
epyelope that v stimped with thy requestor's return
address and the swought individual's name on the
address partlon of the euvelope. Thile envelape
should then be placed (n arother liarger vnvelope

and matled to Hg. AFRPO/NPCDOO3L, Northeast Office
Flace, 9504 1H-13 Match, San Anceonio, T 78230~
B3,

If you are adtive duty, In the reserve forced, or
rzblired {or a tamily member of such a pecson). thére
is oo chirge co you for this servise. DB< gure co
fdeatify yoorself in order toavoid being charges.

It you fall into none of rhese categorles, [t will
cosl you 32285 (ln advance) per name to receive the
servive. The check or mondy order ghould be made
pavable ‘to AFD, Wendoph AT, TX.

The fees are used to defray the coses of the re-
search, .and chey. wre not refundabie, regardiess of
whether 97 not the effort tums wp anything.

The Twénty=third PFaalm
(revised)
The Lervd 18 my gllet: T shall tmt Want.
He maketh me to rlde up co the heavens:
fe leadih me theoyph clouds of gtar dust-
e restoreth by zoul:
lie lcadtb me in paths of wonderment
For His name's saké.
Yea, thogph | fly throuph the dangécoos and
slckening alr pockela,
[ Wil féxr na avily rfor Thou are with mo;
ihy srars ang Thy moon they camfort me
Thaw, openes e lovely vigtis bafore me
In the pressnce of the anpels;
Thou Fliledt my heart with delight:
My cup tunneth over,
Suréely pocidness and ‘mercy shall follow ne all
the dayve of my life, Amd T shall fly In the
clouds forever.
Hoberr Cashmant
* Business Manaper el Lhe Chizaee Theolagical
seminary




MISSING AIRCRATT OWRMERS FOUND

Eligible Harold Brooks was the pilot, we've
lost the nmame of the co-pilot: Ed Johnsan,
Bombardier GCinsburg, Mavigator: Paul Tavler,
Rose Qunner; Francis Wihin, Top Turret)] James
0"Boyle, Tall Cunmner; Omer Gluck, Belly
Gurniner, Frank Palpge, phocoprapher, flew with
the crew quite often, s¢ chey adopred hin.
Chet Hosac couldn't believe the last lssues
phote caption, L.2., crew unknown. He wrote
te s3v that 4t was one of the better creus in
the group, 1f not the best.

STINKY CRER STILL GETTING TOGETHER

Stinky, the B-24 crew of the 742nd have stuck
togethar since WWII and today are the sams
close-kniE gany as ever. They've hald 14
crew reunlons slnce returming to the scates,
Most of the wives come to the reunlons, and
in the earlier years, children too! I-R,
front: Yaul Lanouette, Walst Gunner; Jerry
Whirce, Radio Operator; Bill Carver, Enpgineer:
RDick M{liigan, Nose Gunner; R.B. Meyerson,
Tail Gunner; Dean DaVee, Ball Turrer, L-%,
back, M.L. Tinkham, Co-Pilor; Pat Desanctis,
Mavigator: M. Wernlck, Rombardier; Pen Abnev,
Pilot, Pac Demanctis wrires that he would
1lke to hear from octher 142nd members.
Spindle Wick Condominiume, B8l4 Washburn Awve.,
19C, louisville, Kentucky 40222,

TERROR FLLECERS

Here's o crew that wracked havor in the skiea
over Furape during WWIl., Your editor, Ton
Ramey, 741rd. L=-R, front: Tém Ramey, Pilov:
Hal Gemdron Wavigaror; Tony Tavernle, fo-
Pilat: Andrew Celovsky, Bombardier. 1=R,
back: Edgar Pine, Waist Gunneri John HcGee,
Waist Cunner; Paul Franzelas, Tail (Ginner;
Harold Pastner, Englnecer; Perry Corley, Radio
Operator; Wesley Trinke, Ball Turret Gunner
Ramesy amd Tavernit got cogether just a year
aga in Michigan: Kamey and Gendron get to-
fether #ach vear In Acilzona and Fight WWIT

all over again, and surprisingly we win each
time. Corley ls out there somewhere and we'wve
loar track of him, If anvons knows, contact ua,

CREW PICTUHERES WANTED

We've reserved a space for your crew picture im the Cerignola Connectlon. Jusl send {t in to
your Editor - Tom Ramey, 1211 Montelaire Ct., Appleton, WI 54915. We'll return it to you
after publication.




Lesrver Mimsilck oF lasssudlle, Wisconsin wrices:

His crem flew ot of Ean Tlovennd Air Field ac
Cirignnls fres Pelremary |6 1y Aupgust ‘23, 1945,
"We Ilew slght mlssicma, and had two enpines shot

out over lemz, Ceursswy forved down in Yuseslavia §
and were plcked up by the Sritdeh Alr Sea Heacue
Squadron and chen €lée bak (o 0ir base. Later
wve bombed nl]l reflocelies o Keyioga, Romanie,"”
Five of his erew were Killed on 53 tesr [lighe,
oversess. Les says that e hes last coptact with
three of his ecrew: William Jlencs, Blchard Baxcar
and Hanry Fpsteln. If anyond can help, lar Led
know at: 1708 Barham Ave., Jagesellls, W1 53J&h.

Crew 587 74ind Squadron, knesaling, L ro K: 8/8pts
Henry Epstoin, John Haffner, Willtam Lance,
Richard Baxrer. Xemnerh fwon, Lester Minnick.
Standing: ™ lot lar Lt Jfamss Scramlin, Co-Pilot

Ind L. Buckv Buchanan, Mavigator
U D 1 and Lt Robbile Roblipson, Bombard ler
and Lt Fred Slominski.

Flsawhere in this issua we ran a
lengthy 15th Alr Force article on
theexplaits of the leakin Deacon.
Here &5 a picture of that crev,

Huolls af Fire lofo Topeks, Kansas oo
Aupust 3, 1944 and landed ar San
Gioviona, Trtaly via Newfouodland,
Azores, Freneh Morroces and Tunias
Flydnpe time 46 hours and 15 minutes,
12 days. Standing L to R: Smith,
Navlpators Willlam ZLlrmerman, Pllot;
Charles MeHugh, Co-Pllot: Eugens
Basdett, Hombardier. Knecoling, L Lo
R: €. Read, Radlo Operaror: R.
Skagenherg, Ball Gunner; W. McLendorn,
Tail Guaner: K. Hilliard, Noxe
Gunnery G, Hetzdorff, Enainwar; M.
Werfe], Top Liunner.
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Nash's crew, 742lnd Squadron and thelir
favorite Blonde Bombshell.  Standing
L ta R, Tommv Pelkev, Reggf Jennerro,
Joe Romando, Sam Brock, Wilkur
Hoffmeister, Dave Frawley. Woeel lnsg
Lt H! Lr. ¥max, Lt. Herkl Gross,
Capt Granell. Where's Mash?

Lt. William Jackson's crew and the
Miss-Fitt, 742nd Squadesn. That's
all the info we have - anvone out
there know the names, ranks, posi-
tionas, ecc.. of the crew, [f &o,
lec Hugh Graff know.
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:II::: ::;; y — 1t looks like cthe Sensenbrenner gang

3 - J of the 742nd is about ready to go

] — 5 hipme . Standing In fronl of their

favorite Cargantua, L to R Wilsen
Powell, Plloc Sensenbrenner, MeCrane,
Jackson, and Herren. Kneellng, L to
R, Turner, Flowmarn, Rennar, Sellars,
geatt «and Jascrenbowskl.




Here's Pappy Knight's crew. 74Ind
Squadron, And they are dressed up
precry spiffy to be flying comhar,
Standing, L to Rt Let, McBuire, Lt,
Cowden, Lt. Knight (pilot) Lt.

Bowling., Kneeling L to R: Sgt. Ryan,
S5gt. Balmer. Sgt. Keller, Sgt. Dearing,
Sgr. Clapsaddle, Sgt. Paknick,

BLll Wachrendonk of Milron, Wisconsin,
sanf this plcture of George Tanner’s
crew, 74Znd squadron. Bill didn't know
the names of crew members, but | assume
that BILl 18 one in this handsome group,
L{f you know the names and positions,
drop a line to Hugh Graff, Group
Higrorlan.

LEST WE FORGET!




(HE GHRAND OLD LADY = S%Y WOQLF!

RAerember in the spring {833ue we slctured
the Sky Woll with les forward turret
nosed into an upnamed B-24, Ar that time
we asked, ""Come on Sky Wolf, If you are
out there, tell us how Lt happened!”

Ed Ripgs writes: The "Sky Wolf" was
crewed by iilly Breed, 740th aquadron.
"My crew flew [ts last misslon on the
gth of July, 1944, The Wolf was one of
only twg of the origlnal slveraft acill
Elying operatlonally. &After completing
our misslona, my bombardier, George
Bersik and I hitched to Rome for about
four days. The vigw of Sky Wolf, nosed
into another afe was the first thing we
saw when we arrcived back at the bage,
We both stood there and about bawled.
The old blrd had been mighty good to us. A vereran co-pilot flying hls firsc missilon as alr-
craft commander was flving fir - don'c remember where to add because of a fuel leak, he shut
everything down including auxiliary hydraulic pump. BResult - no brakes."

A NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR, TOM RAMEY - You have been tremendous in sending plctures, articles,
il other data that can be used In the Gerlgnvla Connection. This is appreclated. When
sending photographs, please be sure and applv your address label to the back of the photo.
ihis {s your assurance that eventually, vour photos will be returned, Sinc= there is a long
time berwesn issues, they stiil will find their way home if vou identifv them on the back
with vour mafling label.

Mv apology to those whose name might inadvertently be spelled wrong in the newsletrer. Manv
times it'x difficulr to read the handwriting and I have to take a wild guess at {t.

Remwember to keep sending crew pldtures to Hupgh Graff in order that these may beécome a part

of the Group History that he is working on, He'll make popies and return the oripginals to
you. In the Spring 1990 {ssue Hugl asked for crew information, particulsrly squadron ldenti-
ficatian. Xeep this information coming to him. He also needs photos and crew names for
replacement crews since these records are not as complete as that of oripginal crews. Hugh
will appreciate anv help you can give him.




Marlin Brown sends this gpicture of a sharp
looking T42nd crew, Xneeling, L to R: Sgt
Richard Mitchell, Top Turret Gunner; S-Sgt
Marlin Brown, Armorer & Nose Gunner; Sgt

Prank Schuster, Tail Gumnerj 5-Sgt D. E. Timms,
Radfo Opr.i Sgt Bernard Parker, Ball Turret
Gunner. Standing; L to Ry Lt, Charles Conn,
bBombadier; Lt. Clark, Navigetor; Capt. Marshall
chambers, Pilot; T-5gt James Mastopleiro,
Flight Engineer; Lt, Vernon Wetzel, Co-Pilot,

CERIGNOLA REVISITED

G. A. Moselay writes abrer his 455th Jtalian Advenrure: The place known as San Gilavonnie
vad a land prarnt frem Frederfck 11, 13rh contury, and has been in the family of present
owners over &00 years, Under land reform sipnce the war, the family was forced to sell
some of the land so the castle (Group Hdq) is now a girl's schoel. The chapel just east
of the castle has been renovated and is an active parish, Thé Corps of Engineers
scraped away the top soil and laid our the runways, taxiways and hard stands. They

were to have been covered with "plerced steel-planking", however, in December of 43 a
German JU-B8 bombed a ship in Sari Warb and hit an ammunition ship wilth the result that
19 ships sank including the one carrying the 455th plerced steel planking and supportc
equipment. Consequently we only had planking for the touchdown ends of the runway and a
part of each hard stand. And that is why. all chrough the war, maintenance people were
working off of ammunirion boxes and empry ofl drums. Croup airplanes were held up in
North Africa until the Corps of Engineerd could complete a pipeline from Bari to provide
aviation gasoline. All of those pleces of 4 Inch steel pipe we used ss chimney's for
our Homemade stoves in our tents werw "plfts" [rom the Corps pipeline, The Service
squadran located NE from Group Hdg. was assigned to the base to support bhoth bombh groups
with maintnenace heyond the capahility and manpower nssigned to the flying squadrons.
They huild a long quonset hut, for 4 machine shop. which is still there and rich rust
red color. The Service Squadron was our source of technical supplies, replacement pro~
pellors, engines, tires, brakes, ete, 1 do not know where the communications or homb
and ammunition support was located. When it came time to load bombs and ammo, preparing
for a mission, the armorers always showed up driving o long atring of cruilers with
bombs on them. On our visit to San Giavonnl on the 455th Ilralfan Adventure we presented
a plaque to the parish near the castle. (1f any of you who went on the ltallan Adventure:
have stories, or pictures, semd them to me. We'll see rthat they get in furure issues of
the newsletter,)
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