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HEADQUARTERS
455th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H), AAF,

FIELD ORDER)
NUMBER 42)

Maps: 1/500,000 Of NAPOLI, CJIETI, SHKRODA, BEOGRAD, BRASOV,
and BUCARESTI.

le &+ ENEMY DEFENSE:

(1) Target 1s CAMPINA M/Y. Secondary target is Industrial
Center of PLOESTI by Pathfinder Method. 21 heavy flak
guns surround town, but outer perimeter of PLOESTI
guns must be avoided on rally out.

(2) 60-70 single engine and 15-20 twin engine fighters may
be put up by enemy to intercept bombers, makority of
interceptions in immediate target area.

Z. b. FRIENDLY FORCES:
(1) None.

(2) One Group P-38s will cover the formation over target
and on withdrawal.

2, Thirty-six plus spares B-24s of this Group will attack M/Y,
Rallway ®idings and Military Inetallations at CAMPINA, using
5007 GP bombs with .l sec nose and «0l sec tail fuzes.

S« This Group will attack in two units of 18 ships each with
second attack unit stacked down. Leaders will slght for range
and deflection, box leaders for range (kill rate on their
portion of target) others toggle on leaders. Maximum Pathfinder
will be used. Bomb will visually 1f possible. Bombing altitude
will be 21,000 feet, intervalometer setting 50 feet. Rally will
be right to not less than 180° Mag. Route back to 44 12N, 22
4TE, to Turn Point (42 40N 19 lOE% to Key Point BUDVA to Base.
Each aircraft of lead attack unit will load 5 cartons of window,
three cartons being dispensed three minutes before IP and con-
tinuing until clear of flak. Remaining window will be used if
necessary to enter PLOESTI flak area.

4. No change.
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Collective Call Sign .ccessseeees Pumpup One Three.
Squadron Call Signs: T40th ¢..... Leanto
T4lst ee.... Startpost

,}s 742nd evo0oee Motion
_ Qﬁ T43rd ...... Wantmore
@ A ) Recall Signal e eo0o00v0eeeo0000000e0 Afford
‘A IFF to be used as per latest instructions.
B. None.
5 :
< c. (1) None
S X
N (2) Group leader .....eeveeeeesss Major W.E.KEEFER
e Deputy CGroup Leader sse.e.... Lieut. H.I.MILLER
A By order of Lt. Col. GOOL:
< HUGH R. GRAFF
N Major, Air Corps
g

Operations Officer.
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| Operations Officer.
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Annex 1, F.O@.er 42, 6 Apr 44)
BRIEFING OUTLINE.

No, of Alrcraft on mlsslon ceecesescees 36 B-24g,

GEBUD LOBABT 40402000 0smnreanibsnseessss Ma jor KEEFER
Denty Group leader .c.cceeececsssnseseces Lbe He MILLER
Second RBARE leader ..ccceecsevcccessss Lte Re GOSLINE
Second deputy leRder secceescecssccceee Lbe Jo ENIGHT
Other Groups on mission e..eeeevecoseces 454, 456, 459BGs

1.
Qe
Se
4,
5
6.

Te
8.

g.

Figl’lter escort ® ® 00 06200000 0 00 00O OO OO G
Bomb load .Q.O...00....‘0.......'......

Ammur]ition ® 0 00 09 99009 OO OO OO O OO OO O SOECEEEE

1l Group P-38s.

10/500# Gp .1 sec nose
and .01 tail fuzes.
5200 rounds.

2700 gals, full oil serve
0O650B.

Texi to north at 0735 for
T/0 to south at O750B.

10
11
12

Gas and oil load
Time at stations .‘...'.O..........
Takooff InBtructions. coeccecosneosnsonne

® @ @ 00 ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 o ® & o 0 ¢ 00 0 0

e ¢ 0 0

CRDER OF TAKE OFF:
lst Attack Unit end Attack Unit

T4l 270 257 250 261 665
264 190 949 989 230 583
166 234 241 282 938 120
481 9%4 476 271 993 294
Rk@ 681 105 982 238 771
;22 239 216 347 570 283

15. Bomber rendezvous .e.e.ceeeeeeses.. lat Combat wing (459,454 )
at GIULIA at 4000' at 0845, 2nd CW at
SAN GIOVANNI at 4000% at 0845B.

14, Course t0 target seeeeeceeeeessecess Base to.KP BUDVA (42 27N,
18 53E) to TP 42 40N, 19 10E to TP
RAMNICUL VALCEA (45 06N, 24 22E) to IP
to Target.

15. Time at target Beiain s sals e 3 550 ows 11308

16, Return COUrSe sceeeeveeeececevnno.. To 44 12N, 22 4TE to TP
42 40N, 19 10E to KP to BUDVA to Bage.

S TRIEIR] POLAb. vuvinsivevnensensesss. BADENT (45 15N, 25 11E)

18. Axis of attack *ecsccccescrsncaccss 106 degrees Mag.

19. Bombing formation *escescsccscescee I=-ghip front with second
attack unit stacked down.

20. Bombardier information ®eeecesccees Unit leaders sight for range
and deflection, box leaders for range,
others toggle on leaders. Intervalometer
setting 50 feet, IAS 160 mph, altitude
21,000, target elevation 1500 feet.

2l. Direction of PRLIY o ivesinnesnnis Right to not less than 180° M
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(Annex 2, F.. Order 42, 6 Apr 44)
MISSION STATISTICS.
38 A/C Scheduled
36 Off:
Johnson 351, T4Oth 5q,
Brashear 249, T4lst 5q,

740th Bomb Sq:

10 A/C Off
10 Over target
10 Returned
0 Early return
0 Prior return

T4lst Bomb Sg:

8 A/C Off

1 Over target

8 Returned

0 Early return

1 Prior return 3 Heathcote 105 at 1315, 1-2-3 superchargers.

742nd Bomb 543

10 A/C Off
G § Over target A
9 Returned , . 143574 Miwe
0Z Early returnj (Eckhoff 982 at 0855, hydraulie system.}
\ Lee 665 at 1010, #4 governor rUNaway «
Q Prior Return
1 Missing in actions Beck 282.

743rd Bomb S5q3

8 A/C Off
68 Over target
3, Returned T
N2 Early return ki qY X$4
0 Prior return U

Combat time; 6345.

,4\ () ,)" /
/ o Ou )(L ","UI'/‘, ~?:g oA,

S

DECLASSIFIED

Authority 2% 745005




et

1ON ANOD.

-
—

v, T

EP\RLY—REYURH

DECLASSIFIED

Authority VIV P 745005




B ———————————.S

MR 6 /R /7YY

azssIoN N0, 37 1350 STATISTICS
: UNITS PARTICIPATING PRIMARY SECONDARY . L4ST RESORT
B v = R _
,‘;;ﬁ\ﬁﬁﬁ\ yoerh ysyth | CRMEPINAL [Plocs] | _ :
B e e e k.2 S e : . : : e
e . = }
. " i . L
: A,.g " /G OVER TARGET | ABORTIVES CLATMS 'DISPOSITION OF BOYBS ol ao GASUALTIES 3 {
D7 liFRT. |SL0ON LaSTITOTApTOR | MRI-| || bes-| TROBISED EFFLOTIVE |JEITI}30NED] BROUGHE BACK | o i IN o3
ONZZ BROUNDILRY | DA RESORY g Bl ~ FATL- DI ROV o NO. |TYEE | NO. |PYFE No.q resg || SH| EXPy | TOTAML 1.4 KLLUEHS URER =
g 1 “_*“ o e G
¢ /i X iy 2 i 4 %)
Jo i tO | O o) O L_O 0 @, Q10 D || QY |s008 [0 |S500#} O soottll o W/ Q50| © 2 o Lo -8 gi
g 70 1 1010 LolOoj48 0 0 70| oot 0 |soor| 0 |sposl © lyypsliso ti0 1 O L = a8z
gt jof 7L 0O aJL& o o 0 1 0 D 1| 0 soot) O |\seorl O lgvodh. ] #5%2a0 6} &0 o 2
: £ e s ie | O © @) O | e &O| soo#| 20 |soottl O =Y. oW 2660W 7 85 00 | A3 =
! o : A : _ : 7 S :
boel s, lszlolr (21210 [0 41 1210 ] 314| o] g0 |59#| O {sport| 1 rossslife 4 104 1 L




S e cOMNFLIDENILIAL @
‘ () J—" W.ADQUARTERS 304TH BOWB WING (H)
(jljftzﬂb/~ ' A-2 SEDTION APO 520
: CONFIRMING MISSION REPORT
1.HQ, 455TH BOMB GROUP (H) AAF HISSION NUMBER 37 DATE__& Masr 1944 ﬂ
2.STATISTICAL SUMMARY TOTAL TO DATE
A. Sorties . | 2 2
B. Barly Returns “ 20
C. 4A/C Bombing. 3 1117
D. Tonnage Dropped B8,73.5 ,"'5;‘2&31
E. Our Losses, Flak J “
E/A ) 10
Other 0 v g
Missing : A %
Damaged Flak % Severe 16 Slight 1y 108
E/A 0 1 e W i L -
Other 0 H = 5 12
Roodictontes Dest in Alr %o 5
Probeble i ib
Damaged ¥ 101
Dest on Gnd 5. L7
Danmaged {3 ol
G. Casualties Miss in A 10 114
Killed 1 9
Wounded-serious ¥, 3
3. At 0780 hours 36 B-24's took off to bomb GUPINA W/Y snd Militery Instelletions,
L. Escorted by 35U P 3 2
B B 4 rettd early e Jeels uldn't retraect, no hg?r nlie fluid,
-( 8 cvol o 1 :‘ . 5 i & ’;:A ; . -M:j-{‘f,;'\ £.750%8 }
“s p governors {jetts 10 x 500 at 43408/1730F)
D L rettd pI‘iOI‘ § 8 Ao {w bte 1025 £ Li0 f/- 11
{211 ' on i tie fes)
6. a. 32 A/C dropped’dlh x 500 1b. (7848 tons) Gs Py, ol sees Nose, (Ol sec, Tail,
(Ilo) (type) (fusing)
bombs on ry target at 1131 hrs. from 20,000 te 21,000 ft.
R Lnden ‘ curr ¢ ¥ % 500 1h b Yl o
b. of above X | tons)
no place reasons
C. dropped X 16. { tons) bombs on

other target, where, why

give disposition of any bombs not dropped
d., returned X 1b. bombs to base

give reasons

€. jettisoned X 1b. bombs at

place, reasons.

Y. 8. " A/C returned at+445 hours. A/C are at

place
b. A/C lost at 4
time place circumgtances

c. * A/C missing and last seen atlois s LLLON/ZUUOR,

i time place

gRs dormetion, recson unknovwne

. circumstances 3

8. Personnel casualties were logs Tunner, , Kidled, Flak =ound in heads

j position degree of injury Bl

COBFPIDENTD IAL
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9. REQULTS. Pirgt bonbs appeared to gtrike Just short of /Y but main concentration
of boshs were in center of the terget. me lerge fire was started in instellation jJust
short “” the NP1, Towf boubs ecerried over terget es far ag the river,

BARKINGSS The Me 109V were block with yellow cowlinges and splunerg and & yellow banik
.
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e RUDO0 WA LIe Wingts

24 - . W
i i 3

B¢ prly REBTSTiNCE:

8. Kighiorss- g2 4e 1 | n &t 1049 et VIDIN the 4/C followed
sation to turget then dro ved thelr Delly teaks through the fomaal on fU to 35 : 109 ¢
20 P 190%s, 2 He 110V were goen In terget aros, }Jc,ft %&'t most BfA ewny “r"" formstion
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11. OBBERVATIONS:

a. Communications: RHALEVA &W/T eoncentration o i covs at 1159 h 5 \
16,000 £t SLETINE /T &t 1200 hours I 16,500 £%, great concentratiion of BE calss

P
]
S
.
oF
-
ot
i
]
e
¢
3
2]

b. Enemy Air Instellations and Activity in ”d@ltlon _to encounters:

- % 2 '
WA Vi DO 2N J : ! ‘ oy A b 4 T gt aven ! i k75
¥ A0 A8 5 s " o 1 i A o i _, j LA gnelal MG Bt B
‘,If -
e L TOH
W
4 2 ¥ t e AICH
%
e

\ “ iy 43¥ N *: + 1 Y o pyem i % 4 T [T - oo ey $04 §
e .N'av&« S = " e e 80 Ay | e dnl NI L% » (9 )% 15 e TR RO gt e RN CIrale & 1:
11 ‘ ¥ 4 Bxy i § % 4 9 "X W I o 2 - e
4 A & ¥ i s Ml Al ghd Lty W RETEAR YV &4 18

8% Gk &y s 1 »,/.4. sy WO ‘ ' .‘E“:‘. ¢ ie § & & sk 4 4l & t
’ £, i : Lles in hsze, A0 to /A0 iy 30,000 %,
vislbilit ) mil in B 1 1 6 08 € excoept that kdrietie
clear o U, ibility over pounteins imoreoved to fis tompersture st
00 1%, Gentsy er 2 not ccnsider Lo b feoted t bonb run,

13. PHOTOGRAPHS TnKEN 21 photographs ebtoined by 1 EBEE cunere snd § K-22 comerss,

i K
14. CDURBE "', Mvi,;ikﬁlfﬁz 2j“4,hg@*

ko F % 7 e & \f - \ i
i b 4 & f ’.1?, ,"‘ ’, < W .(LP
1 & g 117 %% 5 2 y ’ " s & .
k : v ’ 11 - - 7 g i L AR % PP
: s.«q ik &t i g ; FRAEER 4 Y | L3 AN FEet L0 L4 X/ é O Latd /tf 1»&.»7
T Ce
Tl e " — . | . -

Time Received Time Forwarded

Initials/Signature Initials/Signature
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VENORANDULL TO3

REM.RKS;

OFFICE OF THE C0MMANDING O¥FFICER
71,0th Bomb Sq (H)
A f - ~ =N

oS

FOR:

e

S/6/b4

Y,

Necessgary Lction
Your Files

your Information
Note and Return
Distribution
Approval
Signature & Return
As Requested

'M

240

The

TG4  fore

1% Russel
1t praghi
1% putler
r/8gh wolk

270

Lt Fpousex

1t eranaxa
1.t peppisch
Lt moade
v/egt ovprien

28

Lt Riggs

Lt Burke

1Lt whidden

1t percik

r/Sgt Strolmeier

5464k

S/6W,

mfogt wert

sfogh Kruse

s/sgt Froneesehind
sfogt Bischoff
s/ogt palough

r/ogt rundls
s/agk Anl ersen
s/sgt childews
sfogt selumus
s/sgt xu eharik

ofogt cassiety
afsgt gonlin
s/ogt W yauist
sfogt Goolk
s/set carringer

nfset K enpf
s/ogt zielinsiki
s/egt gavers
s/egt R obinson
s/sgt purfare

a/fogt pubeek

/gt collum
sfegt Rushmore
s/sgt windsand
s/5gt Kolbe
s/ogt yohnaton
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ThO

v
740
it xnug il/gg ‘Azrd , ersen
AVIGATOR L;gg;i .Zr - sfogh SehmBus
R s bt I&% g/cgt xu eharik
BOMBARDIER 14 yafley ’ =
THO 994 5/6/b4
Lt Smith ofogk cassiety
1t Russel s/fogt ponldn
1% praghd sfogt W yanist
1% putler sfogt Goolk
rfogt wolk s/ogt Carringer
740 270 54644k
1t pouser pfogt K eupf
1t Menamare sfogt zielinsid
14 peppisch ; 5/Sgt gavers
Lt moede a/ogt R obinson
7/sgt o'prien sfsgt purfere
7ho 265 5 /68, afogt 1abeek
Lt Riggs  o/egt golhm
L.t purks s [8 gt Rushmore
1t vhidden afsgh windsand
Lt percik s/Sgt Kolbe
/gt strolmeier s/fogt ton

DECLASSIFIED
Authority [\_/(Vp 7‘/6”0[)4




Tho

740
Gl /ot watermond
13 oo /e pamens
1t Eeller | s//ggt Smn’:;‘;r
1t panks s/agh W“Wv
pfogt MeFell s/sgt Lineberge®
740 190 516/
1t mansen cfogt yeendel
1t ward a/agt pabeock
1t rope joy s/sgt berg
1t nehn sfogt selter
8/sgé pusn o/Sgt rosenfield
740 093 p 5/ 6/ bk ;
: g pfsgt Bearden
e sgh goue
R St Gres
ThO itz B S/ s/ogh Adems
agh Keen ; 2d ’
p— ggb schoene
Lt geb Jozmefowkos
LS ey afogt cralm
ISy set pollinsworth
Lt gwonson | agh 1puST
gpl Du Deau /" 5

/
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4w .. BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
APO 520 U.S. ARMY

6

May 1944
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Lt Montgomery
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