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HEADQUARTERS
455th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H), AAF,
APO 520, U.S.ARMY,

25 May 1944.

FIELD ORDER)
NUMBER 53)

Maps: 1/500,000 of NAPOLI, ROMA, CHIETI, FIRENZE and MILANO.

L. a. ENEMY DEFENSE:

(1) Target is the PIACENZA A/D. Secondary target is South half of
REGGIO EMILIA A/D. There are two four-gun heavy A/A batteries
at the target.

(2) There are approximately thirty enemy fighters in the target area.
b. FRIENDLY FORCES:
(1) None.

(2) One Group P-51s will rendezvous with bombers of this Wing at
KEYPOINT at 0907B and provide close escort on penetration,
over target, and on withdrawal, to meximum range of limit.

Thirty-six plus spares B-24s this Group will takeoff at 1000B; rendezvous
with the 454th Bomb Group at SAN GIOVANNI at 1051B; attack PIACENZA A/D
at 1330B, using fragmentation bombs, clustered; landing at Base at 1530B.

This Group will atitack in two units of 18 plus spares ships each; 18-ship
front, unbalanced to the left; second attack unit stacked up. Attack unit
leaders sight for range and deflection; box leasders for range; all others
toggle on box leaders, Bombing zltitude will be 21,000 feet; intervalometer
setting 250 feet; target elevation 450 feet. Rally left. Route back: To
PORTO SAN GIORGIO (43 11N 13 48E) to Base. Pathfinders will lead. Window
will not be used., Do not bomb FLORENCE.

No change.

DECLASSIFIED
Authority MIvP /45005




(Field Order 53, 25 May 1944, Continued)

5. 8¢ COMMENA eevesecveosssssscsscscescscccssscns
Ae Ge Lie ecoscosossessnscessscsscossnovsoe
INnterplane ceececsescssscevccssscssescscocs
Collective call SigN esecevscscssscscccncne
Squadron call signs: 740th cececcccvccssccce

TALBE - ¢ oovivsvissntssvise
T420Q ceeesscscscsens

743rd 99006000 0°0 00 060
Fighter call sign: 52nd GP eccccccccccsces
Recall Sigl‘l\-cll ..‘.l‘......'....‘...0..‘...

None
(1) Nonme

(2) Group leader e 90 0@ o090 ®e Q006 60O OSSP
De}_)d’ty grO‘li}_) leader 00 ® 99 069 0S O 00O S OO RO

By order of Colonel COOL:

HUGH R. GRAFF
Major, Air Corps
Operations Officer.

ANNEXES:
1. Briefing Outline.
2. Mission Statistics

3. 304th Wg Opns Order 136, Plan Baker.

DISTRIBUTION:

1l ea Sqg Oéns
1Gp S-2 °
1 Gp S-3

-

6440 Kcs

4585 Kes

VHF Channel "A"
Encore Four Four
Welldone
Squarebox
Wishwell
Twindyke

Exceed

Looselip

Ma jor KEEFER
lia jor REEDER

Major, Air Corps
Operations Officer.
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(Annex 1, Field Order 53, 25 May 1944)
BRIEFING OUTLINE.

No. of aircraft on missioNesescccccscccess Ll B=248.

Group lefder ceecscscescssssescescsvsccnes Me jor KEEFER

Deputy group leader seececsscescccccvcccns Ma jor REEDER

Second atteck unit leaderl eseecccscssccoccee Lieut KNIGHT

Second unit deputy leader eeceesccsssessss Lieut.CONDEN

Other Groups on MiSSion eescsssescesscccse 456,459,454 BGS.

Fighter escOTt ececescscscccscocccsccccsns L Group P-5ls.

BOmD 1083 eecesecsscccsccsesoscssssessssses FLags, clustered,

Ammunition CATTied eecescccscccssssssesess 5200 rounds, .50 cal.

Gas and 0il 1083 eeessscccsssssssscsscasse 2700 gals, full oll service.

Time at StatioNS .eececsscsascessccscssase 0830B.

Taeke off instructions eeccccccecccscscccaccs Taxi to South at 0950 for take off

to North at 1000B.

ORDER. OF TAKE OFF's

lst Atteck Unit 2nd Attack Unit

889 167 855 989 494 982

239 583 481 938 200 232

939 198 249 570 658 278

166 492 271 312 238 | 952

476 351 216 500 292 879

099 - W49 105 7L 482 283

264 2830 271

mbat Wing (456,459) at GIULIA

Bomber rendeZvouS ecceseccssscsssssesse 156 CO
et _),UCO feet at -.E

2nd Combat Wing (454,455)mat SAN
GIOVANNI et 4,000 feet at 0751B.
COUTEE OUL eceseseccscsossscsnsesnsecss Base to 41 50N 16 20E to KEYPOINT
43 4ON 14 OOE to PORTO GARTBALDI (44 40N 12 13E) to
MOLINELLI (44 37N 11 AOE) to 44 50N 1104E to IP to
Target. Time at KEYPOINT is 0907B at 14,000 feet.
Initiel Point eeseesseevescccacesesss FIDENZA (44 52N 10 OLE)
Axis Of attack eceecccescccacesescscass 285 degrees Mag
Time at target evececcecsccscecsesss 1030B,
Bombing formation eecsccececesssscasss 18-ship front with second elements
unbalenced to left. Second attack unit stacked up.
Bombardier informetion eccessecsceccses Attack unit leader for range and de-
flection; box leaders for range; all others toggle
on lecoer 5. Bombing altitude 21,000; intervalometer
setting 250 feet; target Glchthn 450 feet.
205 Direction of rally esccicceconsssense Left, gradually loging altitude at
' the rate of 300 feet per minute.
21. Return COUrSE ssvsesscacasssssnssssas To PORTO SAN GIORGIO (43 11N 13 48E)
to Basee.
et B ) Sk kb s s ur e s auvsadsesenser LOI0B.
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(Ammex 2, Field Order 53, 48th Migsion)

MISSION STATISTICS.

41 A/C Scheduled
39 off. Not off: Kelley #270, 740th Sq., two mags inop.
Beckner #994, T4L0th Sq., hydraulic system inop.

740th Bomb Sqg:

9 A/C Off
Over target
Returned
Early return: Hynson 239 at 1039B - ges leak
Prior return

741st Bomb Sc:

10 4/C Off
9 Over target
10 Returned
i1 Early return: Gorski #216 at 1045B - gas leak.
0 Prior return

742nd Bomb S¢3

11 4/C Off

b Over target
11 Returned

0 Farly return
0 Prior return

7431d Sq:

9 A/C off
9 Over target
8 Returned: Schoene #<78 was jumped by 4 ME 1098 and belly lended
field neer Penna Point, Italy.
Early return
Prior return.

Single sortie credit.

Combat time 5:35.
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IQDQUI\RTERS 304TH BOMB WING (H)
A-2 SEDTION

NFIDENTIAL ‘

G S — G — o=

co

PO 520

CONFI1RMING MISSION REPORT

2

1.HQ. 455TH BOMB GROUP (H) AAF |{TSSION NUMBER__42 DATE 25 May 1944
2 . STATISTICAL SUMMARY TOTAL PQ DATE
A. Sorties 37 1675
B. Early Returns 2 112
¢. A/C Bombing. 37 82

D. Tonnage Dropped 8242 __ﬁéﬁgagﬁ_____
E. Our Losses, Flek 0 2
E/A 0 10
Other 0 &
Missing i L
Damaged Flak 0 'Severe 0 Slight L1 «» 180
E/A gt HEE L= 8
Other 0 i o S _Re 18
F. Victories Dest in Air i 87
Probeble L L7
Damaged 8] 10
Dest on Gnd 0 L7
Damaged 0 8
G. Casualties Miss in A 8] =06
Killed 0 g
TWounded-serious _imknoun i Yo ey
3. At 1000 hours 39 B-24's took off to bomb PIACLNZA 2/D
L. Escorted by 12 P-32'g 9 P=51tg
By B 2 ret!d early beesuse of gas leaks. Léf"4‘%l
b. 0 ret'd prior
6. a. 27 A/C dropped gozgx =0 1b. ( 82,2 tons) ¥rag , insteneneous
~(No) (type) (fusing)
bombs on rimary target at 1821 hrs. from 20,000 to 21,500
b. of above X 1b.- £ tons)
no place reasons
c. dropped X 16, £ tons) bombs on
other target, where, why
give disposition of any bombs not dropped
a8 returned X 1b. bombs to base
give reasons
e jettisoned X 1b. bombs at
place, reasons.
7. a. 136 4/C returned at1§30 hours. _3 A/C are atPINELLA FIFLD, (12108 /10438 ) #
: place
b. A/C lost at ;
time place circumstances
S A/C missing and last seen at ’
time place
circumstances
8. Personnel casualties were® One ship wes fprced down at Finelle Field, with ilnjure
AR A e POSit%PQ : degree of injury
e enbers, Number snd degree of injury unknown,

CONFIDENTIAL
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