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HEADQUARTERS
455th Bombardment Group (H), AAF,
APO 520  U.S.Army,

25 June 1944.

FIELD ORDER)
NUMBER  72)

Maps: 1/500,000 Of NAPOLI, ROMA, AJACCIO, NICE, and MARSEILLE.
1. a. ENEMY DEFENSE:

(1) The target is the ARLES Railroad Bridge in Southern FRANCE,
between J/K-15 and M-15 on Target Chart 6-133-NA. Secondary
target is MIRIMAS 1/Y. Last resort is 0il Storage and Refinery
st PORT DU BOUC. There is no flak at target but there are heavy
concentrations along the seacoast.

(2) Thirty to forty single engine fighters may be encountered.
b. FRIENDLY FORCES:
(1) None.

(2) One Group P-51s will rendezvous with tis Wing at 43 OON 07 10E at
09168 and will provide penetration, target, and withdrawal cover
to maximum limit of range.

2. Thirty-six plus spares B-24s of this Group will teke off at 0520B; rendez—
vous with the 456th Bomb Group at STORNARA at 10,000 feet at 0641B; attack
ARLES Railroad Bridge at 0956B,exis of attack 241° M, using 10007 GP bombs
with .1 sec nose and .025 sec tail fuzes; rally right to CHEVALBLANC; and
return to SAN GIOVANNI Base at 1300B.

3. This Group will attack in a column of: 9-ship boxes with boxes stacked down.
Each flight leader sight for range and deflection, Wing men drop on respec—
tive leaders. Bombing altitude for A Box 15,950 feet, B Box 15,680 feet,
¢ Box 15420 feet, D Box 15,160 feet; intervalometer setting minumum; target
elevation 15 feet. Normal Pathfinder will lead all Groups for navigation
only. Bombing will be by visuzl means only. No bombs will be jettisoned
over French territory. If neither the assigned primery nor the alternates
cem be hit by visual means, bombs will be returned to Base, or if necessary
jettisoned in the ocean. Do not fly over ROME. If there are no interfering
clouds over APPENINE MTS. they can be crossed at a lower: altitude than
14,000 feet. No window will be employed.

4. No change.
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Field Order 72, 25 Jun 44, con't,

5. a' Com&nd ..‘....".......'........‘...'... 6440 KCS

A. G. L.

.......'..I..".'O'....II..... 4585 Kcs

Interplane S aadie A R R R R Channel wpm
Button R S i T TS SR e S VHF Channel ngn
Collective call sign 2htereecccsscereness Schoolroom Two Three
Squadron call signs: 740th *tecersssecess Ryewheat

T41st *tercccceras. Tripper

742nd L Stringbag

743rd Al S B Wetrag
Fighter call sign: 52nd FG ¢teecescscsees Greenherd
Recall signal P AR e i leina s e s i Whistle

|o

None,

.2. Group leadel1 .I...O'.'I..O‘Cl....“’..... P}’Iajor IZBROSEI\J
Deputy group leader i o L SRR Liegt GOSLINE

By order of Colonel COOL:

OFFICIAL:

WILLIZM E. Kwp

Mejor, Air co DS
Operations Officer,
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NNEXES s

- Briefing Outline,
Mission Statistics,

304th Opns Order 168, Plan ble,
Norge Weather Forecast,
Formation diagram,

A-2 Confirming iission Report,
Squadron loading lists.

Bomb strike photos,
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WILLIAM E, KEEFER
Major, Air Corps
Operations Officer
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Annex 1, Field Order 72, <5 Jun bbye
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BRIEFING OUTLINE.

No. of aircraft on miSSiON eeecesccevccccs 39 B-24s

Gmmpl%dm*n.“.“.”.”.n.“.”.u..Mamrﬁmﬂﬁﬂl

Deputy group 1leader ceeesescccsccsccccsss Lieut GOSLINE

Baker BoxX leader ceecesssesescsccvncoeccs Lieut NEUMAN

Charlie Dox leader ceececsessccsesccocscasce Lieut MILLER

Dog DOX 1e8GET eseessscccscnccnvonnceccss Capt. LIBERTY

Other Groups on Missilon .eeesescccscocnss 459454456 BGS.

Fighter €8COTt ceeeccecccccscsoccrncccene 1 Gp P-51s, 54nd FG.

Bomb load and fuzing eeecessecscsscccccccs 1000# GP .1l sec N, .O25 sec A0S

Ammunition carried escesccscescsoccccccnes 4200 rounds 50 calibre.

Gas and 0il 108d eessescssensscncccccosce 2700 gals, full oil service.

Time at Stations eeeccveecscoscacccsccecs 0415B

Take off instructions eeceescccscscscscee Texi to south at 0516B for
take off at north at 0520B.

npgn BOX "B" BOX "C" BOX npt BOX.

ORDER OF TAKE OFF:

250 B83 400 499
862 982 402 359
938 232 167 476
261 583 492 241
570 120 264, 481
658 161 234 L25
230 294 994 517
240 312 208 YA
200 9% 270 328
292 259 LRL TAL

Bomber BENAGZVOUE seeessssssssesssscesss 18t Combat Wing (459,454) at SAN

GIOVANNI at 10,000 feet at 0039B.

ond Combat Wing (455,456) at
STORNARA at 10,000 feet at 0041B. Groups will
essemble over Fields at 5,000 feet at 061<B
and climb to 10,000 feet.

Course oub t0 tATEEL eecessscssssesssssasBase to T.P. LIDO (41 ALN 12 36E) to
Keypoint REVELLATA POINT (42 35N 08 A2R) to HiB.
six miles south of CAPE LARDIER (43 O4N 06 38E) to
T.P. MIRABEAU (43 42N 05 39E) to I.P to target.
Keypoint time 0850B at 17,000 feet.

TRAELEL POINt «cocosanenansasesnsscresss REMT (43 A7H 04 50E) ST, RENE.

R -V & g v

Time 8t LATEEL seeecsessssssesasasssssess 09568,

Bombing formation .ceeceescecsssssassees Colum of 9-ship boxes, with
boxes stacked down.

Bombardier information eeeescscsssessses BOX leaders sight for range and de-
flection, others toggle on leaders.

Direction Of T8llY eccccesssscesvescssss Right to CHEVALBLANC

ROUTE BACK TO B2SE sesesesscsscssssssess Rally points to ISSAMBRES POINT
to (43 21N 06 43E) then reverse route back.

E. T. R. e A N PO P s 0]

WORELNOT covscansssanssansssesssisssseses 566 Norge Forecast,.
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Annex 2, Field Order T2,

&0\

40 4/C Scheduled

IMDQUARTERR AN )mer o

67th Mission,

SECRET

MISSION STATISTICS.

39 off; Mot offs Potucek

740th Bomb Sq:

11 A/C Off
52 5 over targel
Ll Returned
0 Farly return
0 Prior return

7418t Bomb SQ:3

9 a/C Off

& over terget
9 Returned

12 Barly return:
0 Prior return

742nd Bomb 84q3

11 A/c Off
) over target
11 Returned
0 Farly return
0 Prior return

743rd Bomb 5q:

g A/C Off

5] over targel
8 Returned

0 Prior return
0 Farly return

Combat time 7:50

gingle sortie credite.

corski #359

#395, T4 sq. - stuck in mud
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SECRET

HEADQUARTERS 304TH WING (US)

APO 520
L S 24 June 194y
“'7L ) ﬁ ; 21008, :
Operations orde ) :
Number- 168)

le 8¢ (1) see Iatest Intelligence Summaries,
be (2) Operations for 25 June 1944 e Plan Ables Pour Groups B.171s,

- 5th Wing, will attack SETE W/Y and two Groups will attack SETE 0il Storage at

105008, Keypoint time 08:41B, AZON forge will attaei TARASCON. RR Bridge, Keye
point time 08358Be Four Groups Be2ltgs, 47th Wing will attack Submarines at
TOULON and pry Docks at eptional target time, Keypoint time 08:56Be _One Group
Be2lts, }9th Wing, will attack GERMAN TELEPHONE EXCHANGE and Repeater Station
8t LE PONTET and two Groups will attaek AVIGNON East W'Y, target No, 1B on
Briefing chart 6u57=N4, at 09:4,6Bs Reypoint time 084408, Two Groups Bw2jit1e,
55th Wing, will avtack 0il Refinery at gsppe and two Groups will attack pil
Refinery and Storage at BATARUC at 10$10B: Keypoint time 083568, 306th Wing,
One Group will 8trafe Military Columns on Roads- between SENJ and RrRa ICA,
between LAURANA and ALBONAs between PARENZO and SALVORE POINP at 08:00B to
09:00Bs Six Groups fighters will provide penetration, target ang withdrawal
cover for all bombers beginning 35 miles from coast on pénetration ang will
provide eclose escort for six AZON fortresses who ‘are attacking individuallm

g

2¢ Thirtyesix plus spares B«24 13 of all 8roups this Wing wily attack
Western part of AVIGNON W/'Y, AVIGNON RR Bridge ang ARLES RR Bridge as follows;

TARGET: 1st ¢, Wing (’14.59-4_514) will attack Western part of AVIGNON
WY from K=7/8 to I=5 on Target Chart 6e57-xa, See attachea

455th Bg wil] attack ARIES Railroag Bridge between J/R=15
and M-15 on Target chart 6=133=14, 456th Bg wily attack
AVIGNON RR Bridge, Target Noe 10 on Target Chart 657Nk,
See attacheq Target Charts,
SECONDARY TARGETy MIRTMAS WY = Target no, 1 on Target chart 6-22-m.
Elevation » 20 fte IP - MAUSSANE 43%3 vy, 04°y8 'E).
Axis o 1% g, Rally « Sharp right, Intervalometar
setting 20 ftes DO not bomb below 18,000 feet, See
attacheqd target charts,
LAST RESORP TARGETs 0il Storage & Refinery at PORY' Dy BOUC.
459th, L5Lth ang 455th « between J=9 & I«15 on
Target chart 606418, 456th Bg « at K=8 on same
Target chart, Elevs 20 Ttes IP IE SALIN de GIRAUD
(43%25 4y, OhOUl o), Axis of attack 102%p;,, Rally
right, Interval ometer setting 25 feets Do not bomb
below 176000 feets, See attacheqd target charts,
FIGHTER RENDEZVOUS;  One Group PeS1ts wily rendezvous with this wing at

43%o0m, 079104y 8% 09:16B and will provige penetra

SOMBLR. RENDEZVOUS;  1st. g, Ming' (U59ak54)" at san GIOVANNT at 10,000 £+
2t 0639Bs Groups' wil) assemble. over ﬁemsqgt ey

39000 feet &% 06410Bs & climb to 10,000 fest,®
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(operations order Number 168 dated 2, June 194k continued)

?.fm ReNDEZVOUS: 2nd Ce wing (455=456) at SORNARA at 105000 feet
. at 00 #IBe Groups will assemble over fields at.
, <500, feat &t 06312Be & climb to 10,000 feete
LEADs U59th BG with 45Lthy 455Th and 456th BG's in orders
ROULE OUTs ~Base t0 TePe 1100 (L1°4L 9N, 12°16%K) ¥O reypoint
REVELIATA POINI (42°35N, 080427) to TePe 6 miles South
of CAPE LARDIER (L3°%0L N, 06°381x) to TePe MIRAREAU
(1394211, 05°3978) to IR!S to tergetse Keypoint time
083508, at 174000 feete
INTTIAL POINIS cHEVALBLANG (43°48Ns 05°031%) for 1st Ce Winge
Sre REMY (43°4TNs oli°50tx) for 2nd C. Winge
AXIS OF ArrACKs 1st Co Wing (159=454) 313°Me L55%h BG 21,1%Me 456th BG
355°Me
TARGEr TIMss 09356Bs
BOMBING ALITIUDES L59th BG =« 164000 feete 45hth BG: = 17,000 feete
);2.55th BG = 15.@00 feete 1.9,561711 BG e 169500 feete
BOMBING FORMATION: 18% Ce Wing (459-454) will bomb in & 9 ship front
with second attack units stacked downe ond Ce Wing
(155e456) will bomb in & column of 9 ship boxes
with boxes atacked dowine
TARGEr ELEVATIONs AVIGNUN /Y & AVIGNON BRIDGE 50 feete
ARLES RR BRIDGE 15 feets
RALLY: 455th BG = Rally right to CHEVALBLANCe
454 thy 459th.and 456th BGYeeRally right to MIRABEAUe
RUULE BACKs Rally points to ISSAMBRES POINI (&3921ﬁn,,06043'5) then
reverse route backe

3, 8¢ 13t Ce Wing (L59-454 ) will load 500 # GePe bombs with o1 sec nose
and o025 sec tail fuzes. Intervelometer secving 20 feeve

bs 208 Gs Wing (hﬁﬁm&ﬁé) will load 1000 # GoPe bombs with 1 sec nose
and +01 sec tail fuzes. Intervalometer setting minimume

h-' mittedg

5e Command on 61,0 Re for bomber to bombere VHF Channel in accordance
with Signals Procedure J6w2s Leaders will call BUTTON on channel *B" and then
switeh to Channel "A®. collective call signs for bombers (459th BG » SCHOOL~
ROOM TWO ONE) (454th BG = SCHOOLROOM TWO TWO) (455th BG = SCHOOLROOM THO THREE)
(456th BG = SCHOOLROOM TWO FOUR)e Call signs for fighters (52nd FG = GREENe
HEARD)e

Reeall Signaly WHISTLEe

Air Force formation will be two columns. Left column will be S5th Wings
leading, 55th Wing gsecond, and 47th Wing third. Right column will be 49th Wing
leading, 304th Wing second, and Azon Force thirde :

No window will be employed.

Mormal pathfinder will lead all Groups for navigation onlye Bombing
will be by visual means onlye ;

e
TTTTTIEED T
‘UHQSO"QiEg H \‘ :
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SEGBEZL

" {operations Order Number 168 dated 2 June 194l continued)

e No bombs will be jettisoned over French territory. If neither the
assigned primery nor the assigned alternates can be attacked by visual means,
bombs will be returned to base or, if necessary, jettisdned in the oceane

Do not fly over ROME.

Plan Baker is stand downe

If there are no interfering clouds over Appenine Mts., they can be
erossed at a lower altitude than 14,000 feet,

By order of Colonel UPTHEGROVE:

3

4 { Fé /5) AT M
r Jb}m Ko BROWN, Tres

" Colonel, Air Curpss
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9. RESULTS:

10. ENEMY RESISTANCE: ’ :
a. Fighters: il : :
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T IRISOCK TSGT ANCRUSO
iT GRIS9OM SUSGT RAMTING
1T GILLIAM . S¥SGT CARNEY
LT STLE.- FESOR SSGT WILLIAMS

TOBGT BARROSS SUSGT PIERGE

740 =l tfﬂ/ 25/ L

e L ¢ GBS T TR
L JOENSON R.We %867 Ib:.m
¥ Telss vw". A
15 BiRO o W. Yo
w! BRIGHT ! s\.?.s & Jmu &G
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Q\A.i

LT NASCH .
SOSOT MO LU S07 ¥ORBES
5 O R AGR J.5 g AN LWy

W v 3 A S o
; e
o

$/8ct eblay

Sgt Daly

Set Bfckwell
Sgh Kievpar
Cpl Fransis

Tho 74 6725/

Li. ?.3.‘3 T ‘T o s awiﬂ&lo
it ¥ z;,»w;" Sﬁ ¢t Hanides
(s.u ar C;: ‘ 3ﬂ5§ &mteﬂa on
Do A e

/ogt Ring S8 Seim‘u

740 264 6/25/kh

i4 Johmson B, ™ T/5 % Todgpen
E/C Robertson &,Bgt Fry
Lt Teasdals 8/8 ¢ Jaeksou
Lt Daniels - , ﬁﬁgi Merrill
T/Sgt Freemen 8/Bct Johnson R.T.
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74,135, BOIBARDIENT SOUADRON (. .
LA BOIBARDMINT GROUP (H) X7
AVE,G, No,

H) AAT

520 Vo S VR

4')}'

4

LOADING LIST

P

TR

L/C NUMBER CDESTNATRONS s s SR

PILOT TOP TUR GIR

CO-PILOT WALST RIGHT

NAVIGATOR WLIST LEFT
BOIBARDIZR BALL TUR GNR on
RADIO TATL TUR GIR o11
A/C KUIBER . DESTIFATION g /0

PILOYT TOP TUR GY¥R 11
CO-PILOT WATST RIGHT :
NAVICLTOR VLIST LEFT

BOMBARDIER BALL TUR GNR S

RADIO T4TL TUR GNR et -

A/C NUIBIR _DESTTNATION _ :

PILOT TOP TUR GIR sgt. Merfeld
CO-PILOY WA IST RIGHT set. vVincent
NAVIGATOR WATST LEFT Sgbe ¥ eeks
‘BOIBARDIER BLLL TUR GKR Spt. Magnuser
RADIO TAIL TUR GFR Sot . Hendenin
A/C NUMBER _ 425  DESTINATION T/0y
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WILBUR C. BECHTOLD, Jr.,
Cept., Air Corps,
Opesations Officer.
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