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HEADQUARTERS
455th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H), AAF,
APO 520 U.S.ARMY,

2L June 1944.

FIELD ORDER)
NUMBER  71)

Maps: 1/500,000 Of Nepoli, Chieti, Shkroda, Beograd, Brasov and Bucuresti.
1. a. ENEMY DEFENSE:

(1) Target is the CRAIOVA RAILWAY REPAIR DEPOT in erea inclosed by
H-16/17, F-16/17, F/G-15 and H-15 on target chart 11-13-AN.
The first alternate is NIS WEST M/Y, axis of attack 249° M,
rally right. Second alternate is SKOPLJE M/Y, axis of attack
224° M, rally slight left then right. There is no flak at the
target, 18 guns at first alternate and 16 guns at second alt.

(2) There are 30-40 ME 109's at SOFIA that mey try to intercept.
b. FRIENDLY FORCES:
(1) None.

(2) The 82nd Group will intercept this Wing at DIAGALUKA (42 38N,
22 33E) at 085/B at 18,000 feet to provide escort throughout
route. 3lst Group will conduct fighter sweep in the BUCHAREST
area at 0950B.

2. Thirty-six plus spares B-24s of this Group will take .off at 0605B; ren-
dezvous with the 456th Bomb Group at STORNARA at 3,000 feet at Q7008 ;
attack the CRATIOVA RATILWAY REPAIR DEPOT at 0930B, axis of attack 17° M;
rally slight right then left around North of CRAIOVA; return to SAN
GIOVANNI Base at 1205B. 500# GP bombs with .1 sec nose znd 025 sec tail
fuzes will be used.

3+ This Group will attack in a column of 9-ship boxes stacked down. Box lead-
ers will sight for range and deflection, all others toggle on leaders.
Bombing altitude will be 19,500 feet; intervalometer setting 50 feet;
target elevation 395 feet. Window will not be employed. It is impera-
tive that route via OHRIDSKOLAKE be adhered to and that all units cross
YUGOSLAV Coast at 16,000 feet or above. Bombing altitude on both alt-
ernates same as on promery target. Bombing formation on SKOLPJE same as
on primary.,
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field Order 71, 24 June 44, con't.

4. No change.

5. a. Command ®eeccesesssasscsssssscsennsnssse PLLO Kes
~ Ingerplane *eeceseccccutsecrcscessscasss VHF CHANNEL AN
BoiBe: L, ®esvsvccesscssccscsscessneses 4585 Kes
Button $eversecesettttesnttsssrsesscosss VHF Channel UM
Collective call sign *esccsessesevesceces Radcliff Two
Fighter call sign: 31lst FG sessssossesss Tankstop
DB Bl s i ek Ballsout
Squadron call signs: 740th cessessssseee ROCkcake
TELBE i vmininn v nins REceolub
TREHE 5% ore ains wis s Stephigh
5} o BRSO e M Swanlike
ignal ®s¢ss0ss0scecscccsscanssss POTrtrait
i TR R L Shampoo
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By order of Colonel COOL:

WILLIAM E. XEEFER
Major, Air Corps
Operations Qfficer.

OFFICIAL:

WILLIAM E. KEEFER
Major, Air Corps
ions Officer.

ANNEXES:

Briefing Outline

Mission Statistics

304th Opns Order 167, Plan Charlie
Norge Weather Forecast

Formaetion diagram

A-B8 Confirming Mission Report
Squadron lOmdlﬂ" lists

Bomb Strike Photos.

}-J
] (] ®

L

>

Q3 ownm™wn
®

L]

DISTRIBUTION:

1l ea Sq Opns
1 Gp 8-2
1l Gp S-3

| DECLASSIFIED
Authority VIV P /45005




— O

3.
Lo
5.
7o
8.

9.
10.
1i.
12,

15.
16,
17,
18,
19.

20,

NN
LI
[ ]

23

dex 1, Field Order 71, 24 June 44.
BRIEFING OUTLINE.

No. of aircraft on mission seeseceseeseses 39 B=R4sS

RCOUR LORUOPE Ve neraton wbivs s o is vy b Major LANFORD

DODRRY FPoND 108dBT Livaiwsissse st s vneinesor e Capt. LIBERTY

second UBLT Y68AeR \aiiivies s e iirneess Capt. BECHTOLD

Second deputy 1ead esseeescescsssseeseessss Lieut Sensenbrenner

VIBLEEr @BCOTh wues s onassinallssinsnnnvivesvie 318t Bnd Blat FGs.

Bomb load and fuzing eeesscsessssesssscess 5004 GPs with .1 sec nose and
tiAEd 025 sec teil fuzes.

HOIRICLoN CATTIEA wis v wrvierntseenresnens 4200 rounds .50 calibre

ORR aDd o1l 108 4o sinnss seawbvaesnsnss o 2000 gals, full oil service

200 B SUBTIONG v voueissnorainis i es o O500B

Take off Instructions .eessscscsvsesnsssss Taxi to south at 0550B for t/O
to north at 0605B.

ORDER OF TAKE OFF

257 105 28 395
267 261 267 983
241 200 583 400
462 240 283 239
476 259 879 bR,
476 658 120 167
485 938 982 208
499 292 232 198
328 494, 312 234
517 328 294 351

771 161 994

Bomber BONAEZVOUS sessscscecsscncsscaseses 18t Combat Wing (456,455) at STORNARA

at 3000 feet at 0700B.
<ad Cogbel Wing (459,454) at GUILIA

at 4000 feet at 0705B.

Course out t0 t8rget seeceeseessessassssss Base to OHRIDSKOLAKE (41 OON 20 4OE)
to PRILEP (41 21N 21 32E) to IP to target. Cross YUGO
SLAV Coast at 16,000 feet.

Initial Point ©000800090000000000000006e5 05 SAGERCEA (44 O6N 23 ASE)

5B 0F BULeok Ciliiicaasebeneni it iieia 1T degrees M

ot B ST R SO S 1 AR R S 0930B

Bombing LoPmaltion .. icseisiisicviinissiies Column of 9-ship boxes stackd down.

Bombardier informetion seeeesecscecssscsss BOE leaders sight for range and de-
flection, all others toggle on leaders.

AT OeTIBR B8 TELLY s tavi i ins it s issa et Slight right then left around North

of 'CRATIOVA. :

Ee Ts Re ©sseessssssssscccscnsvssnnscone 12058,

Route back t0 DaSe eeevseesccsaasanaassees To 43 03N 21 57E to BAR (42 05N
19 O5E) to Base. Avoid LOM (43 49N 23 12E) PRISTINA
(42 40N 21 Q9E) and 42 OLN 21 O7E because of prey-
ilously experienced flak.

Weather sessvvetsceccssecssssncsnsensnsees See NORGE Forecast.
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TARGET, MIS M/T's a8 folloms,

'8 of all groups this wing will attack
0T in aves inelosed by H-16/17, W=16/17, w/a-15

) OB target churt 1lel3-Nie

456%h BG - WIS Morth W'Y, Axis of attaek 247%m,
Rally - right,.

§55th Bc - WIS
fally - Tights ‘

459th BO « WIS Jouth WY, Axis of attack 2h2%,
Rally « left,

454%h BG - NIS North WY. Axis of attadc 2547%;,
Raily - right. IP SVRLIIG (43925, 22°08x)
Tor all Groups. Tlevation 615 feet, Mindwum
Intervalometer setiing, Bombing formation same
as formation on primery target, See aittached
varget charts,

LIE W/Ye TP MATEYCA (A2%08+y, 21%3615),

8 of attack 224%j, plevation 800 feet,

11y « s8light left then right. Minimnm
Intervelometer setting, Soe atteched target
sharts for aiming points, ¢

wost W/Y¥. Axis of attack 24,9%,

(ENDEZVOUS; See Annex Noe 2,

i RENDEEVOUS: lst Combat wing (456th - 455th) at sTomBRA at 34000

feet at 0700Be 2nd combat wing (459th « 45hth) at
Gfm,m at ZQQQOQ f@et at D?O_SB.

LEAD; L56th Bg with 55%h, L59th and 454th BG's in order,

ROUTE OUPs Base

21°3298) %o IP to target, oross YUGOSLAY COAST at 1

to OHRIDSKOLARE (41%0+ Ne 20°%0'8) to PRIIEP (2102 11 }'{
2000 T't.

TAL POINTs SEGARCEA (h4°06'N, 23%451g),

" ATTACK:

17 degrees u,

09308,

L456%h BG - 18,000 £¢. 455th BG - 19,500 ¢,

SELBREDR
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’omtioms Order Mmber 167 dated 23 June 194k eont inued )

1st Combat Wing (456th - L55th) column of 9 ship
QQ:&J h‘%’i}&um(‘& {“_ )’;}:.
2nd ¢
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* Bombing formation on SKOPLJE same
as on primary target,

Combat Wing
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with boxes
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fex 2,

42 A/C
U

7,0th B

Field Order 71, 66th Mission, 24 June 44)

MISSION STATISTICS.

Scheduled
off: Not off: 740th Sq, Preston #402 - bad tire.
741st Sq, Liberty #862 - #l prop gov inop.
743rd Sq, Neuman #120 - bad tire cut, unsafe to 7/0.

omb Sq¢2

10 A/C Off

8
10

DO

Returned

Early return

Prior return: Smith #400 - Pilo

Kelley #239 — oil leak and pressure drop.

7/2nd Bomb Sqg3

10 A/C
10

10

0

0

Off

Over target
Returned
Farly return
Prior return

743rd Bomb Sq:

10:4/C
10
10

0
0
Combat

Single

Off

Over target
Returned
Eerly return
Prior return

time 6:15.

sortie credit.
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MISSTON NO. 6 6

MI33I0n STATISTICS
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) HLAD@TAAnbgs 304 TH BOMB WING (H)
(! A-p SEDTTOM APO 520
3 CONFLRILZNG MISSTION REPORT

1.HQ. 455TH BOMB GROUP (H) AAF HISSLON NUMBER 66 DATE
2.UTA11bLICuL SUMMsRY

A. Sorties ; ;
B. Early Returns ey Al
C. A/C Bombing ’
E

TOTAL TO DATEL

D. Tonnage Dropped e . .
'« Our Losses, Flak S, 2
E/A o
Qther

st a sT e O B
Damaged Flek O Eetere - olagat
B/A e e )
Other ” "
Bot Waetories Degt In fin T 0 o e
Probeble
Demaged T _i:_ﬂt

Deast on Gn
Danoged _”_: :_—:M—“
G. Casualties Miss in 5 _“m“w-:::
Killed SR e Teat

To ndec—scrimuﬁ

3, - AtVEEN hours #¥ B-24's took off to boub ;

L. Escorted by

5. a. ret!'d early

b ret!d prion

Z N
n
-

Gu' B A/C dropped X 1. (48 o

57 (7o) (tvpe) (fusing)
bomnbs on . L e SR g fie s DTOn

b. of above - b tons)

{e niace reasons

e dropped x Al tons) bombs on

other targew, where, why

R Tl e SRR ) 3
give dilspogition of any bomhs 1ot dropped
v S RS

give reesons

R A e T 5w 1 "
el jettisoned X4y lby bepbs gt

LACE, TeadS0llS .

L

7t s PR £/C returned at hours. B/C are at

nlace
b. A/C lost et ¥ l
tine olace clrcumstances

Ce A/G missing end last ceen at

time place

: ! clrcumstances \
8. Personnel casualties were

— RS CNMEETRINL T (RO TR I A |

DO S i o TR A0
POSLLLON dUgTLC} C

£ injury
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9. RESULIS: ‘~

% o
| B

10. ENEMY RESISTANCE:
a. Fighters:

11. OBBERVATIONS:

a. Communicahblonss

«

b. Enemy fir Instellationg

e
“
5
| g 12
O 1'\/Lfy 0 1 T T 6 4 S L R 1 o

Lo cunecounters:

@y Blale Pasilions

e S I R WU SR
ds orioke oc CEENS ,

ei 1 Navels

12. WEATHER:

13. PHOTOGRAPHS TnXiN:

4. COURSH:

Tire Received

Initials/Signature

Time Forwarded

Initicls/Sigaature
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Ivading Liste
8/2k/hh

MW G/

Capt Grifien
1t. Collette’
Lt Eruger
11 T'?Tlla dalin
a/8ct Dosen

L% Bethune

it Adklason

¢ RLgES
“,,, Enely

> A o
,g,n, W ?,}37 =4

ram”

L% Xleman
Lt G s J 8
1% Turbish
Lt Hastings

8/sgt Ball N,A¢

f)/g }.;“-' fg; :

6/<h/l

s/s¢t pobley
Sg% Klepper
sgt Blackeell
cgt paly

Cpl Francis

zj at O
8/ f;{;;“a
s/8: ¢t srown

pt Yaus

FaA

fi“jc“tyfs Sch{“&@n@‘
s/ogh bresan
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{y

\ \
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‘ D VERT SOUADROM (k) A7
L4 H BOIBARDMINT GROUP (0T A8
ALWR NOo HE0 U 8q hrny

Aé_‘ l}}

PR DENE 10 e

———

~

June ;
(DATE )

v/(.

Li/C NUMBER

PILOT 1 TOP TUR GIR s
BO-PLLOT MR WQIS? RIGHT 3 Y
NAVIGATOR Lt. LLTST LANT : 1
BOIBARDIER Lt. BALL TUR (MR . &
RADIO q PaqT TUE GER é

A/C NUIBER st o e O R e LG
PILOY : TOF ‘
CO-PILOT : WL :
NAVIGLTOR LT. Vil .
BOMBARDIER! T BL .
RADIO Gt . S ; t
L /C WUIBER CPERTINNETON L e i T/C 2
PYTLOT TOP TUR GIR :
CO-PILOT ATST BIGHY . ¢
NAVIGATOREE. WAL ST LT !
BOIBARBIERLY, Bi:: TCR GRE :

RADIO : TATIL TUR GIMR ; t
A/C NUMBER )62  ~ DESTINATION T/0;
PEEQT - Lb. TOF TUE GNR ;
CO-FILOT - VAIST Lo :
NAVIGATOR! VATST 1LERe . l®se
BOIBARDIERLU . BALL TUR GIR a0 e
RADIO : TA IL TUR GITR : ]
A/C NUIBER ity _DESTINATION [0
CO-PILOT VATST RICGHT . Jones
NAVIGATOR WATST TIRT KL
BOIBARDIER gole: BAIL TUR 4NR » HUyeK
R_ILDT_O Ly hi-IL ("\|ﬂ) r\_T.‘_—;z R

A/C NUWBER DIESTINATION T/0
PLLOT  Lt. TOP TUR CIKR .. Beelel
CO--PILOTLt, WATST RICHT i Bllie!
NaVIGATOR WATST LERT \ 11
BUEARDIFRLE . Y BALL TUD GNR 4 1
RADTV 0g e TATL TUR CINR ;
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74,157 BOIBARDIENT SOUADRON (E) FAF B
Lt HUBOIBA ;J) MINT GROUP (F)} I8
ro g, <Ko 30 e e e

o (.UA'FI:-)

LOADIKG LIB:
4/C NUMBER Sempmagn T D Ak
PIIOT Lt TOP TUR CGITR
CO-PILOT Lt. WATST RIGHT
NAVIGATORKE. WiAIST LEFT
BOIBARDIZR Lt. BALL TUR GIR
RADIO TATL TUR GI'R
A/C TUIBTAR o e S =
PILOT L TOP TUR GIR L
CO-PILOTL%. WAIST RIGHT
NAVIGLTOR 1%, VATST LETT
BOMBARDIER B41L TUR GIR i
RADTO TATL TUR CGNR t. Beavv
L/C NUIBZR 5  DESTINATION e B0 0 e S
PILOT Lb. TOP TUR GIR
CO-PI10T Lt. Wil IS8T RIGHT
NAVIGATOR Lt. VATST LEFT
BOIBARDIER BALL TUR GNR
RADIC t. TAIL TUR GNR
A/C NUMBER 76 __ DESTINATION T/0/
PILOT TOP TUR GNR
CO-PILOT : VATST RIGHT W
NAVICATOR VAIST LIFT Pl R
BOIMBARDIER ! BALL TUR GIR Yixon
RADIO TAIL DUR GIR
A/C NUIBER __ DESTINATION S e

PILOT
CO-PILOT
NAVIGATOR
BOIBARDIZR
RADTIO

A/C NUMBER

PILOT
CO-PILOT
NAVIGATOR
BOMBARDIER
RADIO

DESTIN

s s

LT IO

TOP TUR IR
VATST RIGET
VWATST LEPT
ALL TUR CHNR
TLIL TUR GIR

_r/o

TOP TUR CGNR
WAIST RIGHT
VAIST LEFT
BALL TUR GER
TAIL TUR GINR

Authority [V (V
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LOADING LIS

MISSION

A

SHIP

No 66

NO. 320

P BEACHAM, L.

CP CARLTON, 7
N  HART, C. A
B L PODZIE, T.
& .OBR, B. E,
R PATTERI

AGC KITLTA

WU TLLY 9
c OTTEREDO
AG  QUEBFEDO,

AT
Al

AD ,

nil Ly

\ CART
.'r‘.L' i

N

N AL ol

B DRASCO,

E KNAPP T
L \MNAFE g oo

./.f”

ct
®

s N ] o
o+
L

7,3RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)

Office

of the Operations Ufficer

DATE 24 June 1944
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MANZITTO, S. Sgt
CLUCK, 0.5, - SBgk.
RUDOLPH, J.RB. Sgt
SPENCER, M.A.

MC ARTHUR, C.A. Sgt.
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WILBUR C. BECHTOLD,
Capt., A.C., Opns 0O,

DECLASSIFIED
Authority {\/lV/O 775‘006'
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