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Editor's Note!

These letters are included in this
edition in support of the B-24 Liberator as
a viable fighting machine. Readers are
encouraged to add their remarks pro or
con to this as perhaps the oldest contro-
versy still lingering on from World War II.
Was the B-24 better or worse than the B-
17? Also comments on which air force was
best, the 8th or 15th are solicited from
members and readers.

Syosset, N.Y.

As aformer flight leader in the 445th
Bombardment Groupof the Eighth Air Force
in World War II, 1 should like to comment
on both the March I advertisement of Gen-
eral Dynamics Corp. seeking contributions
for restoration of a B-24 Liberator and the
March 23 letter from Murray Grainger,
whose description of the B-24’s flight char-
acteristics and mechanical deficiencies I
believe not to be universally valid.

As apilot in the same group as Jimmy
Stewart (the actor), I completed 30 missions
over Western Europe from England, pilot-

ing a number of Liberators in low-level
attacks (D-day and the St. Lo Breakout) and
high-altitude missions to target cities such
as Munich, Berlin and Hamburg, the latter
two defended by 900 and 600 anti-aircraft
guns, respectively. Onseveral occasions we
thanked God we were flying a B-24 because
of its highly efficient Pratt & Whitney en-
gines and twin-finned tail assemblage.
When my B-24 lost two of its four
engines and part of its tail due to German
resistance over Hamburg, I still was able to
return to base in England by joining a group
of slower-flying B-17 Flying Fortresses. On
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