La Spezia, Italy

DECLASSIFIED
Authority [VIVP 745005




HEADQUARTERS
455TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
APO 520 US ARMY
22 May 1944

FIELD ORDER )

NO 50 )

Maps: 1/250,000 of NAPLES, ROME, FLORENCE, AJACCIA, and TORINO.
.Ln Ee LI\IF“ F ‘IJCEQ

1. Target is harbor Installations at LA SPEZIA. Secondary
targets are; LEGHORN, PIOMBINO, SAN STEPHANO. Anti-
aircraft in dﬂd drouna tu“ﬁet are estimated to be 71

g 5
heavy guns, of which 40 are located in immediate target
area.

2« Thirtv sjnvls engine enemy fighters may be encountered
et.

> Ona 0 DR e St
2« One Group P-38's wil

1 rendezvous with bombers at Key Point
at 13208 at 16,000 feet & provide close escort on pene-
tration, over target, and on withdrawal to maximum limit

£ moaroo
0L Trange.,

R4's of this Group will attack harbor
;1th 500 pound GP's with .10 nose

v

3. This Group will utt<pu in two units of 18 ships each plus spares,
it ;

with . stacked down. Leaders will sight for range & de-
flection, box leaders for range; all others toggle on leaders.
Bombing altitude will be 20,000 ft, intervalometer setting 75 ft.
Rally will be left. Koute out: Base to BONZA ISLAND, (40955'W,
1295718) to MONTECRISTO (42920'N,10°19'E) to CAPRATA (43°027N,
099491'E) to IP to target. Route back will be reverse of route out.
Pathfinder will be used as lead aircraft, but bombing will be
vigsual if possible. Window will be used according to latest inst-
ruction.
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5. @. COmMMANd—————————m———————m—————— 6440 Kes

AGeLioe——- o o o e e e = 4585 Kes
Interplene————m—m————————— S Chennel M"A"
Collective Call 8ign———r—r—— —Playfair Three
Squadron Call Signs————-——- ————T740th Wheeltrack.

741st Shadrock
742nd Chinwag
743rd DeafDumb.

Recall Sign——————- e e e e Pepwer
IFF to be used accordingly to latest instructions.
b. None

¢. J. None

2. Group leader——- ——jajor AMBROSEN
Deputy Group leader———-—--—-Lt. GOQLT&J

By order of Colonel COOL:

HUGH R. GRAFF,
Ma jor, Air Corps,
Operations Officer

OFFICIAL:
HUGH R. GRAFF,
Major, Air Corps,
Operations Officer
ANNEXES:

1. Briefing Outline.
2+ Mission Statistics.
3. 304th Wg. Opns Inst.
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70
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12,

15,

14,

150
16.
17.
18.
190

20.

21.

&
BRIEFING OQUTLINE

Number of A/C sScheduled....eeeeeees. 42 B=248

GrouDd Leader. . cicovenveses vsesssssssesMajor E,C, AMBROSEN.,

BeDuly Group Leader....ccovcevcveseerlit, R.A4, GOSLINE,

SBE URLS Loador. .. covcsconnaveovnos ..eLt. H.A, MILLER.,

2nd Deputy Leadereceecececececes cossseslite G W, SCRIMSHAW,

Other Groups On MissloN.eeeeeeeeeo.o...454th,456th,& 459th BGs.

T o R R e e A T s ...See par. 1b (2) of Field Order.
BomD LoBB, voorveecorrcencsssnonnnssesseelD/B001b GPs. .1 see N, .01 Eoc .

Amrﬂmition.......‘..-‘..‘.......0..'..5200 rounds 50 cal.
Time at Stations.......'.......'.....OlO:BOB.

LTU.el Load............ ooooo 0000000-00002700 gals 8hSOline CQ: f‘ull Oil
gervice,
Take-Off Instructions........... eseseolaxi to North end of runway for

take-off to the South.
ORDER OF TAKE-QFF
1st Attack Unit 2nd Attack Unit
764 494 312 983 T4l 476
250 989 271 167 208 T49
240 482 161 939 3R] %y 4
500 261 294 105 994 280
583 993 879 885 239 241
283 200 184 166 270 481
5716 TT1 278 748 198 049

Bomber RendezVoUB....seeoeeveccscnss .lst C.Wing (459th-454th) at GIULIA
at 3000 feet at 1050B.
2nd C.Wing (455th-456th) at SAN
GIOVANNI at 4000 feet at 1205B.
POUYEe OB, .oveuecennses ceessesesesssBase to PONZA ISIAND (40055'N
12057 'E) to MCNTECRISTO (42020'N,
10019'E) to CAPRAIA (43002N,09049E)
to IP (44°00'N,09030'E) to Target.

St eial Polnt,..... e T SR R 44000'N,09930'E.

Time BE Larget.. ... 0000 iR . ool 400B,

Return Cours€....... o winimisie e ceeeess..everse of Course out.

BEls of ALEEEE. ... 00nceeas csssececss (5 degrees Mag.

Bombing Formation...... S T R ceesee9 ship front with 2nd attack unit
stacked down.

Bombardier's Informatione.ceeeeeess .Lead ship will sight for range &

deflection, box leaders for range
all others toggle on leaders.
Intervalometer setting - 75 ft.
IAS for bomb run 160MPH, bombing
altitude 20,000 feet.
R e N 3 e
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@  CONFIDENTIAL

& ne o\

yoyegusi erom,. Norge. e ther for 22 May 1944
" o -

§ing bases for rendezvouss: 7 40 5/10 cumulue at 5 thed tops at 8
thed. © 1O 7/10 a1 rocumulus at 10 thsd tope at 15 thed. 3/10 cirrusg

at 21 thsd tops at 22 thed. visibillty 8 to 10 -miles. gurface wind
op0 ‘deg 5 O 8 mphe

Route oul:
rprom base 1O west apagt) 9 10 10/10 cumulus and cumulo-
nimbus over the mountalns, Sases Lopping mountalilns and tops at
18 to 20 thed. %/10 cirrus ab 21 thsd rops at 2o thsede Yisibility
A/C to goound 15 U9 o0 miles.
Alcng Wesldcoﬂii,gi,liéll’ 5 to 7/10 sumplusial 5 eiea
8 10 thed... A T65/10 altocumulus at tned tops at D thsd
S

tJO o | e ° g
Visibillty A/C to ground 15 to 20 mile

n

d tops

£0 g/lg cumulus at tops ab 10+ 50 ' 12 thed. 2/10

U 2 <
ne 2L XA tnhsd tops al 6 thed. vieiblllity A/C tO ground 18
to 20 miles. surface wind 250 OfE 8 mph.
o ) N O/’ e 1
surface prsssure.............2#.u0 inches
N J T A~ o~ 4 Y v . cr G
f;\.lff&Cc (=7 QG Gt - N LU PEsoner? e 8 o ® :;1LL§; l% d ef} (J
5 . B 3 s
in "1‘-“&8 23 aes @

3
w —
remperature ot 22500 feet....n'

i;gggggloft: 5000 feet 250 deg 20 knots
10000 feet 250 deg o5 knots

15000 feel o50 deg %0 knots

~0000 feel 250 deg 4O knots

feet 250 deg 45 knots

o 5 thsc tope ab 7 {hsd.
I
i

- -
3, 14 thed. j/lu cirr
to ground 15 to 20 m1

——
el
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p )
(Annex 2, Fleld Order 50, 45th Mission)
MISSION STATISTICS.
42 A/C Scheduled
42 Off
740th Bomb 5q:
11 A/ -OLL
8 Over target
11 Returned g
2 Eerly return: Moore #239 at 12203 pilot sicks
Bethune #198 atb 13053 crew member sick.
1 Weather return: Sgine #7488 at 135%0; couldn't f£ind formatlork
0 Prior return
741lst BomD Sq:
10 A/C Off
8 Over targel
10 Returned ‘
2 Early return: Baker #517 at 1203; nydraullc actuating
cylinder nose wheel leakinge.
O Prior return

742nd Bomb S9!

11 A/C Off
9 Over targetb
i B Returned
2 Early returni Ambrosen #7164 ab 1225 (T40th ship); left
rudder and stabillizer had bad vibratlione.
0 Prior return.

743%rd Bomb S5q:2

10 A/C Off

o Over target
10 Returned

0 Early return
X

Prior return: Thomas #08% at 15333 pad oxygen leak
(Sortie credlt)

Combat time: 6:45

Total time: 43310

DECLASSIFIED
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CONFLDENIIAL (g
| W)\ DQUARTERS 304TH BOME WING (H)
‘ A-2 SEDTION LPO 520

CONFLIRMING MISSION REPORT

”,

1';5 DATL R H“‘,’ 1")/1
TOTAL 'TO DATE

1.HQ. 455TH BOMB _GROUP (H) AAF MISSION NUMBER
2 .STATISTICAL SUMMARY

A. Sorties 29 el Aljégl o
B. FEarly Returns g? ~ /¢ li?
C. A/C Bombing. 99 ___1392
D. Tonnage Dropped 20 50 ;576.O5A
E. Our Losses, Flak 0 2
E/f& 0 10
Other 3 &
Missing U )
Damaged Flak 0 Severe 0 Slight 29 « 148
E/A 0 " 9 ] L w B
Other D " g_ " 2~ 18
F. Victories Dest in Air 0 ¢
Probeble 0 L&
Damaged O 20
Dest on Gnd 0 17
Damaged U 2
G. Casualties Miss in A 0 126
Killed 5 5
Wounded-serious J L
B 425 015 took off to bomb Bk SPEELA Herbor Inst o
L. Escorted by 28 to 30 P-38%g
. P 7 ret!d early v B0e JDe
b. 9 rettd prior
1/2 0L see teil
6. a. 34 A/C dropped336 x 590 1b. (2440 tons) WP, «1 see nos 1/2 075 see teil
(o) (type) (fusing)
bombs on___Frimary target at hrs. fromev,000 to 71,500 ft.
15255 1547
b. of above X 1 4 tons)
no place reasons

tale

; " o & CIVITAVERDHIC Bowhe L 206 A
c. 4 dropped 10 500 1y, (“+% tons) bombs on CIVITAVECDHIO Herbor (4206H/1147E)

other target, where, why

Bran e T E AOS P4 4 S R Je . " & X . L
rrom Lﬁ, 4 {c t 3:.’, : 50 g On 21" TeETee ned "fl"‘i.’f’\(@f"-»’,".f?t'l 1enk }fr_'p";'c-“;" jjlj e o et ;:m)

give disposition of any bombs not dropped
e returned X 1b. bombs to base

give reasons

€ jettisoned X 1b. bombs at

place, reasons.

i, e, A/C returned at hours. A/C are at

place
b. A/C lost at ?
time plece circumatances
T A/C missing end last seen at 3
time place
circumstances
8. Personnel casualties were 5
position degree of injury

’!
: CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDEN

9. RESULTS: Mnd etteck unit bombed chesd of let atteck wnit, due to msneuvering
ta find opening's in westher, Firet sttocok unit revorted hite on HE section of

“ 9

tergets Firog obgerved on r»elly. Gag storspe tonks believed hite. Nosr misgscs
were obsorved on shipes at docks. Cfome hite ohserved in the town. Poor pattern
reported due largely to weather,

10. ENEMY RESISTANCE:
a. Fighters: None,

Y » B 4 .
b. Flak: He “vyy Slight to moder ‘e, insceurzte flek wes encowmtered st the

——— W

target at 1542 to 1547 hours Prom 21,000 fee

11. OBBERVATIONS:
a. Communications: Hene.

b. Enemy Air Instellations end Activity in addition to encounters:

c. Flak Positions:

d. Smoke Screens, Camouflage, Balloons etc:

€. IJ&VS.].: et ‘3 Y . Ty o $ 4 o e pail Fan I

13. PHOTOGRAPHS ToKEN: 11 nesstives fram Ko

b L ry ™ 't & . .
K -"f/-l‘J obaeured by elouds

COURSE: - AOUTE OUTS Buse to L0K5H/1SEYE +o s omast M e
ta., COURSE , e B0 AMEORSLETTE to ARB0U/LI020E to 4303M/0048E to TP
. J ol 3 ¥ ’

L k 7 B & s b g S RATE ki G b . - - j
DRAS hovon Ructte . .o sal o b 3"” aours nending of 700, 2nd sttsck wnit
& 3. . g ol A9, ROULE BICEY Terset to

Py g 43038 /00481 tod 220810208 to

-

S @
Wy T imed

¥

Time Received ' Time Forwarded o -

Initials/Signature - Initials/Signature
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INITI.L POINT

XIS OF ATTACK o

T/RGET TIME =
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loading List
51 5/22/bk

L$e Johnson D . Ve 7/8gt Thigpen
7/0 Romﬂon . s/w Jmn ‘R.:.
& yay L RE NS | - 8/sgt Rxy
L$. Daniels a/sgt Merrill
s/sgt Freeman 8/sat Jackson

NOSE GUMNER 86T Hollingswodthe

5/ea/bl

LT SAINE ' §/S0T AMORPSO

1T GRISSOM S/8GT CARLEON

S#SGT DONAHUE

LT ASIP a/SGT BOLLING

/56T BARRONS ' 8/5GT SEIVERS,
NOSE GUNNER  SOT KAPLANEX

5/e2/uh

1T FISHER ‘i’/sc*z RUNDLE
1 MOLLER |8/9GT ANDERSON
LP BLACKER & LT COMPTON J.A S/SGT HANIDES
;/T~LA§’£:{ J GT SCHMAUS
SOT XING AeRe s/sca* KUCHARIK

N\ LT JOMES - | /ST USSERY
L ZOOK | SOT PINKOS

;.55 WATERMAN | \  8qT WEST

0 ASH ST ROSITANO
c‘/ﬁ‘i’ PEYERL S6T LINK

LT 4\.5. ] U ‘3
LT MILLAR
1T .m”;,.i;"ﬁ
LT BAl ygb

1/ SGT MOPALL

167 5/22/bl

P SCRIMSHAW P/8GP GASSITY
1P RUSSELL 8/sGT CONLIN
| LT XTE DRAGHTI & TEASDALE | 8/sGT NYQUIST
STELLE 8/s@T GOOD
SGT ¥eTMek woLK 8/SGT DARRINGER
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ST T
/;;mm[ - T/s6T COLLUM

LT ADKISSON 8/567 GRIXRX YA\
LT ANNALA 8/507T BROWN
T S/S0T FISHER J.Te
T/S6T RILEY S/SGT FOWLER
NOSE GUNNER 8/8CT GREIAND

239

LT MOOHS 7/5GT WERT
) ' .
LT ENNIS S/S5GT FRANCESCHINT
LT GUSPAFSON , SOT KRUSE
8/56T BISCHOFY
8/86r BALOUGH
NOSE GUNNER SFs0T ALT

T/36T LOGAN

T/567 BEARDEN
8/8GT COUNTS
SGT GROOME
8CT ADAMS
SGT GOBLE
86T MARTIN

NOSE GUNIMNER

sle2/l

T/S0T BECK
ENSMINGER 8/807T SUNAKIS
BRENDSTITTER 8/SGT HAYES
LT CAMPBELL 8/s6T HARRIS
T/SGT JOHNSON PAAR- 8/S0T SYMKOWICZ

572 /b,

LT GRIFP EN 8/s67 LOUTHAN
1T LEBSOCK . S0T MARTING
LT GILLIAM 8/507 CARNEY

LT STEWARDSON A=SGT PIERCE
8/56T LUBECK SGT WILLIAME
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SHIP #278 (1-3
SCHOFNE, H.R.
COLMAN, 0.C.
HAYWOOD, E.F.

DAVIS, R

L
ROt’;, :To:‘-o
Lum 37;_‘171, L

3
- W T
Cushi np Welie
B:" tj“o."r:‘o
Pelmer, F.W,
BERG, H.C.

S —

SHIP #271 (1-3

YOUNG,

BELLEMERE, D.G.

GRECO, J.
Oven, A.M.
Entrop, J.

Fdgington, P.D

A

_L.LJ]-.A-.!»C ? d sl e
Weller, R.N.

Ware, C.H.
Green, W.P.

SHIP #294 (1-3-4

ROBARDS, R.A.
WILSON, F.M,
FI\), F’o

COTTER, J.
Spewock, A.

Schrader, V.B.
Kl’l?pp, J omc

Anderson, RL.
Catt, J.L.
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Paige, F.H.
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