HEADQUARTERS
455th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H), AAF,
APO 520, U, S. Army,

18 May 1944.

FIELD ORDER)
NUMBER 48)

Maps: 1/500,000 of NAPOLI, CHIETI, SHKRODA, BEOGRAD, BRASOV,
and BUGARESTI.

1. a. ENEMY DEFENSE:

am A AT

(1) The target is PLOESTI DACIA ROMAN

O Refinery., Secondary
is Primary Target by Pathfinder Method. Last resort
targets are CRAIOVA M/Y, TURNUL SEVERIN M/Y, BELGRADE
7ZEMUN A/D, SAVA M/Y, ZEMUN A/D, If BELGRADE, TURNUL
SEVERIN, CRAICVA targets are closed on route in, last
resort target is NIS M/Y. There are 142 heavy A/A guns
widely scattered around target area. lNo more than 20%
of these guns can bear on our formation if target 1is
spproached from IP on briefed axie of attack. Target
ig surrounded by smokepots,

ighters in the PLOESTI area.,

I~ T TERINTT V SORG
Ve FLENDLX L\C Luu:

(2) One Group P-51s will rendezvous with bomber formatlon
at 44 52N 22 24E at 1000B, and provide penetratlon
cover to maximum range. One Group P-51s and one Group
] s will rendezvous at 45 22N 25 32E atl 1048B and

B respectively, and provide cover from IP through

target to maximum range. One Group P-38s will rendez-

vous st 1104B and provide withdrawal escort.

2. Thirty-six plus spares a_ohg of this Group will attack PLOEST1
DACIA ROMANO Refinery, center of impact at £-18/19 on brief-
ing chart 11-1003-NA, at 1120B; using 500# GP bombs wlth 6l
sec nose and half .01l and half .025 sec tall fuzes.

%, This Group will attack in two units of 18 plus spares shlps
with second attack unit stacked down. Leaders will sight for
range and deflection; box leaders for range; others toggle
on leaders. Sombing altitude will be 19,500 feet, interval-
ometer setting 50 feet, target elewmation 500 feet. Rally
left 30 degrees then right.
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Field Order 48, Continued.

%, Route Back:

To Turn Point LUNGULETUL (44 36N 25 40E) to
Turn Point OREKHOVA (43 45N 23 56E) to Turn Polnt PIROT
(43 10N 22 35E) to Turn Point KALLMET (41 52N 19 41E) to
Base. All aircraft will load five cartons of window, dis-
pensing to begin in vieinity of 45 22N 25 32E and contlnue
untll four minutes after bombs away. Pathfinder aircraft
will lead. Bombing will be visual if possible.

4, No change.

5. é. Command Q..C..l....‘.......... 6440 Kcs

el S N SO L 6
INEETPLANE +ccccesssssesssssss B Channel
Collective Calll sign e..s.e.s. Betty Three One
Squadron call signs: 740th ... Wideglobe

T4lst ... Nudist

742nd ... Shortcut

T43rd ... Windscreen

Recall signal ...ccccceeseeeees Keeper
IFF will be used as per latest instructions.

None
(1) None.

(2) Group leadel .cvssessesscsnsesssss Colonel COOL
Deputy Group Leader .eeeccececceceses Major REEDER

By order of Colonel COOL:
HUGH R, GRAFF

Major, Air Corps
Operations Officer.

OFFICIAL:

. g o

HUGH R. GRAFF
Ma jor, Alr Corps
Operations Officer.

ANNEXES s

l. Briefing Outline.

2, Mission Statistics.

3. 304th Wg Opns Order No. 127,
Plan Able,
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(Annex 1, Fleld Uifler 48, 18 May 44) "
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BRIEFING OUTLINE.

No. of aircraft on MmLlssSion eeecees 42 B-24s.
Group Leader eeecceccesecocccecot? Colonel COOL
Deputy Group LeQder ecossessccccss Ma jor REEDER
gecond Unilt Leader ecsececccoscccs Lieut GOSLINE
Second deputy LeadeIr eeecesccecoscs Lieut KELLY

her Groups on Misslon eseccceece 456, 459, 454 BG
%gcgrt....?...................... Penetration: 1 GP P-51ls. IP

to target: 1 CGp P-38s, 1 P-5ls.
Withdrawal: 1 Gp P-38s.
Bomb load O....Q......‘.O........ 10/500 Gp .1 N. .61 alnd 0025 T.

Ammunition Carried ecccecssccscccs 5200 rounds .50 cal.

Time at StAtlONS ececcecscccccocce 06158, .
Fuel 108A esssesesssscscnssonscses 2700 ﬁﬂﬁéﬁgﬂm%ull oil service.

Take off instructions ceeccececces Paxi to south at 0710 for T/0
to north at O0T725B.
TAKE OFF ORDERS
lst Attack Unit 2nd Attack Unit
887 167 149 250 989 952
T64 239 216 404 200 583
198 T4l 481 038 238 271
280 839 855 184 570 500
241 994 249 879 993 347
166 190 476 081 230 253
g0 51 = 949 gg2 482 283

Bomber RENAEZVOUS eeessesssssssves 18T Combat Wg (455,456) at

STORNARA at 3000 feet at 0825B.
2nd Combat Wg (459,456) at
GTULIA at 4000 feet at O0B828B.

Course OUL escecccesccsccscsssccsccns Base to Key Point MIKELICI

(42 28N 18 25E) to Turn Point ?E¢ﬁ%1¢¢ﬂ

(42 421 18 38E) to Turn Point PECENISCA

(44 521 22 23E) to Turn Point SINAIA

€45 228 25 32E) to IP to Target.

Tnit1a]l POINt seececesssocssssssss HOMORACIUL (45 16N 26 OlE)

Time at target seccececcccscccccccase 1120B.

RotUrn COUTSE eeeecssssssssessssse 1O Turn Point LUNGULETEL
544 36N 25 40E) to Turn Point OREKHOVA

43 L5N 23 56E) to Turn Polnt PIROT
(43 10N 22 35E) to Turn Point KALLMET
(41 52N 19 41E) to Base.

Ax1iS OF ALLBCK escescsssscccsssces 17D degrees Mag.

Bombing formatlon escesecccecccccces 9-ghip front with second
attack unit stacked down.

Bombardier informatlion sececeses.... Lead ship will sight for range
and deflection; box leaders for range;
all others toggle on leaders. Interva-
lometer setting 50 feet, Ias for bomb
run 160 mph, bombing altitude 19,500',
target elevation 500 feet.

BRLLY . vevsssamerssnesnnesissusase 1OTE 30 degrres then right
at 165 IAS.

e TR

DECLASSIFIED | i
Authority (VIVP 795005




P Y LTIt
OuLe Oul
Sl s AT

| -

togtral | : &
M y ( 3 " 11 e P e s
> ' f | I Sk £J L & e ; 288
1 . — 3 " X
g ¥ ¢ ) ! . ey
LO B8LIE LU ! ! ko » T B8C e
L A ] 4 1 1 1
s
: g ® L 637 L kY L LEB s
¢ ."
o Jd | L1l atrato-
: 5 & L
1 ) 1 4 ¢ ~
y A" - -~ J
1 / ) e | .
i f ) / ,
s { & § ; ™ . i X 4
. % 7 J " %
“ 4 J f ) L
"
o i o
v L d
" .
=
" - <
e
.
5
b €
i /
8
L - ¢ A ' . )
[ 78 { ¢
. i i
£ ]
03 5 5
- ;
= g \ 4 !
i . o =
* Sk ) g Ot
| i 4 e
) N \
: d ) )

DECLASSIFIED AN
Authority MIVP 795005




i *h T .‘ S \ -y i) : ‘.
SRR EBH ] By
- e 1 & |8 -
\k N SIS %’4 L | 1 , ‘:,
=% Eh | g g
S (oS g&w 1 R || G i
e 7 By e 4 ; g "‘ 2 %
1 i e | e :Q
- T e i s SO, ' ! \
O IOl blo Pl B | 1 R =
8 B!

(Annex 2, Field Order 43, 18 May 44, Misslon #43)

MISSION STATISTICS.

42 A/C Scheduled
42 off

T40th Bomb Sq:¢

10 A/C Off
9 Over target

- 8 Returned: Johnson 351 landed at Bari.
1 Early return: Bethune 198 at 0930B.
O Prior return.

741st Bomb S5q:

11 4/C Off

1l Over target
1l Returned

0 Early return
0 Prior return

T42nd Bomb Sq:

10 A/C Off

10 Over target
10 Returned

0 Early return
0 Prior return

T4%rd Bomb Sq:

11 A/C Off

11 Over target

8 Returned: Mlssing in gctiont
Turner 253.
Markham 347.
Rawls 081.

0 Early return

0 Prior return

T41lst crew flew T43rd Ship 887.
T43rd crew flew T404h Ship 081, M.I.A.

Combat time: T:45,
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“WEADQUARTERS 304TH BOMB WING (H)
; l o A-2 SEDTION APO 520
\

CONFLRUING MISSION REPORT

i.HQ. L55TH BOMB GROUP (H) AAF WISSION NUMBER__ .3
2 . STATISTICAL SUMMARY

A. OSorties i3
B. Farly Returns 1
C. A/C Bombing. 43
D. Tonnage Dropped 3
E. Our Losses, Flak o
E/ﬂ o
Other o
Missing 3 hetig T
- Severe igh
Damaged g%ik = S X :i "g
Other - -
g - e
F. Victories Dest in Air 5
Probable e
Damaged 0
Dest on Gnd O
Damaged A
G. Casualties IMiss in A 30
Killed g
Wounded-serious U
3. At g1p8 hours 42 B-24's toock off to bomb  PLOTEIL DAL 3
L. Escorted by 28 o 90 Pefits snd 70 «28 Pa3gtp
O - L ret'd early bee ¢ of i1l erew smenber, Jetitlgoned 1L Ry LCs

D g ret'd prior

1,/", - B1 gee teil
6. e :(_ A/C droppud 265 X :“ ‘.'«‘}lb. ( I}O -tonS) :}OPS .l oG BLEe }./- - O-i‘ Beg X ...1

(i70) .. (type) (fugime) - 0 O
bombs on Primary target at 3480 hrs. from 47,000 To S0,000 Teel
b, of above X b A tons)
no place reasons
c. dropped X o, 4 tons) bombs on

other target, where, why

give disposition of any bombs not dropped
d. returned X 1lb. bombs to base

give reasons

€. jettisoned b 1b. bombs at

place, reasons.

7. a. _37 A/C returned at #9393 hours. 4/C are a

b. A/C lost ot 4

time place circumstances
3 ’ See “upplenent
£, A/C missing znd last seen at o ;u‘y‘c”tut‘
time place
circumstances

8. Personnel casualties were ’

/ position degree of injury

CONFIDENTIAL
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SECREZ v
HEADQUARTERS 304TH WING.(US)

. ) Aras EON

RESULTS : IR ; i & o
9. ____53[;23:,_»" i Y " y= 4 + bawiet  mraeinded obagerwaTlon QL I8 %4

a1l 1.0 O i
by " 2
4 o 5 ; " Sl 8 i ¥ ¢ ot &
T‘~E‘ -~ ﬂ’~..-." 5 4 oy e 7,,, PR o xted b ¥y i “ Myl L4 ,.[ ‘(L £ f 1 } 2 SATIAR LY 1
: ) ] ) : : & 4 { 1 9%y TR P e S '/” 5% * Tl AT Lt
" Np— few OPeEs reidiol woart  Ehiat 4 ¢ c 1 758 5 4 it W L ) 6 33 I L s G ) ‘LJ‘;(, r.&f;” o
tomme: L fe pews  reported o 2 L § 2%
&

TV 4 3

- ! k"1 4 ¥ £ i & oo s e o e ;
of the course. They estincted that some bomba bove Tollen in the wieanity of tne 2
oy & Wit LAl R AV o ol v LEL S 8 ¥ FAP LG

AIFiY6. ¥ ENEMPeRESISTANCE:
a. Fighters: 32 to 18 e 109%s snd Pe 190%s observed

; 1 ’ 2y b 59 g LT L oo oy Ay wr
and Pe8lts partioipsted in dog Tignt et ¢ Bront b bome 2y
% <4 » E - ¥ s s ol AR 3 B 3 ; e i R i . e m i
’ Box wmhich oum o0 i Lo ) i nlagss Peonrial GUhEtEe 9y it A the g " tncks
N Wi - SV ) Lo e R LD 28 - ¥ 1 i
Eusoe Tevsurn ) v i W e T B 50 AL bial. i e s S L A & A TR T TR S s 08 B2 4
L&A & &\ R Ahas ol W AT & o S NI S T a o 3y .
ybgerved un cit by four Fw 190%a. sort drove the i gring &2 0Ll e
a . an Y - P £ 2 s i e i il
b. F.l__.."k' \ vugi ¥ ; COEUYL e J8LTY I1A8Ky 0L i,.;,;;” DAt Gy L
P vs o ¥ % L gt ; e 7 o ¥ ,‘ # Fres TR -7;}7;;_f'(‘4‘;"",._7 .1‘{1 i Lea & ' l J:‘ AP T Lo Ove
t b R { g s - @ - " »
s 5 . ” . 4
f"‘\” 3 ; 11. P t ¢ ( r»f@ ;}'f ) ) Lt v »Lv' e i s ( Tol 5 T S
” - &
;’)'“" Yid i 3 { . "i o S .4 ) L-L ; ; ¥ |5 }'.‘ i&- 3¢ L Lo % b ok
‘ " ’
11. OBBERVATIONS:
8. omnunications: o AT y L i : &
H 3 3,4 iy o B 5 P Pes ¢ & S & ¥
" L - -
. "y .y . X o, ) £ Pt 5 ¥
r{“:«‘ Bl core : I PO sakgiiid 3 e 35 ) He 4
2 4 » - . | 4 g o {f,;;,)
L33 o B 1 & £ ¥ ¢ { 1 -
t 1010 ¢ frelgh 1 ¢ ' 5
i3 roygfog ) 1 b 4 ik
§ Lesd G o2 ; ) i T
s % 4 LS £ . <+
SE8R ITGE LU\ ™

b. Enemy Air Installations and Activity in addition to encounters: s o

& i k4 FANEY 4 g 34 s an f § # % & - k% . - e " ¢ ? o . o - § %
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c. Flak Positions:

d« Smoke Screens, Camouflage, Balloons etc:

e. Naval: Hewvy berse © a ohsoread slone DIBURYE RIVES A ahored it

Wi 0 A gl g e A1) : - JEE T O oo IR L AN o 4“/,&,;‘} B RAV RS F 5 o \‘Z iy ‘i-’\:‘w"\v' : f*. and

13. PHOTOGRAPHS TsKEN:

oot
%,
-
be
b_;‘
o
~
.

14. COURSE:

: 42N/18 38 3
43 LIRS0 L5E to 4D to 48 OON/4
P A .;7"‘3/ & 592 to 43 W 4k :a.ﬂi"f/' &
bo 41 154/ 5E to

Time Received Time Forwarded

Initials/Signature : Initials/Siguature
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OLTH WING.(US)

PO =
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O Bin
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o

¢;p'4?0

operations Qrder
> y

Number 127

1. a. (1) see latest Intelligence Summaries,

(2) operations for 18 may 3—9@4- plan Able. B-17t's of four groups
1 attack PLOESTI ROMANO AMERICANO erin«“ry at 11,00B; gey point
Two: groups B-17'z, 5th Wing will attack BEIGRADE Rail Bridges;
ind down, Four groups B-24's of
attack uom TI UNIREA SPERANZA sry-at 11;108; Xey point Time
B- ':‘.:;r ‘s of 49th wing will desivuy PLOESTI XENTA Refinery
/

ot
2l l-~j

. P e, ’ s oy wra 13
is U408, Azon Porce will

ot it

Koy X t Time 09, 36F FOUP gYOoups | 5, 55th wing "’=ill destroy
A & & = o
v fine t 11:30B; Key Point is 09,26p. 306th wing.
bomber force at 43°30'w, 20°00'y, at

cover for group attacking

bomber formation at Wi°521y,

to ma}:izm.‘*ﬁ range, Qoneé group P=5lrg
1 at 50221y, 25093215,
through marget %o

. bomber force at
respectively and

‘ 105 =p T |
at 10;408B and

maximum rang;; 2 J1€
or—gf"-':¢ -j-f“"‘~' -
JJ-Z{- o1 "My <) 4U'H

= s e et e i ’ BN R,
provide withdrawal esecort to maximum

2¢ Thirty-six plus spares B-24'g of all groups will attaek PIOESTT Area
ag Llows

;‘L'L.(«z'mzwuotez' »"et‘b "JQ 65 f‘“o.
\DE ZEMUN 4/D M.)tallmt‘o-ﬂ and SAVA W/
generally fr A ~t to west with 1P in
inity of VoI f()‘ﬁ,j

om
W CA. 1lst C. wg (455th, @6{;3’1),
ZEMON 4/D;

4/D; 2nd C. Wg (459%h, L45hth) SAVA WY.

.ﬁ.;’-z’fto

RADE, TURNAL SEVERIN, CRATIOVA targets closed
resort target is. NIS W/y's.

'N.gue‘ targets in JUGOSLAVIA.

DECLASSIFIED et )
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SECREZ

(Operations Order No. 127, ad 17 May hk, Cont'd)

1st ¢. Wg (455th, 456th) at STORNARA at 3000 1%

at 08:25B.

2nd 0. Wg (459th, 454th) at GIULIA at 4000 £%

\Ds g4h BE with 456th, 459th and th BG's in order.

;ggTE Oggf Base to Kég Point WIRELICT (42°28'HW, 18925'%) to Turan Point
(42042 N, 18°38'E) $o Turn Point PECENISCA (44°52'm, 220231%)
to Turn Point STMAIA (45°22'N, 25932'E) to IP to Target.
Time at Key Point 09:16B at 14,000 f%.

INTTIAL POINT: HOMORACTUL (45916'N, 26001'E)

AXIS OF ATTACK: 1st C. We-173°M. 2nd ¢. Wg-174°M.

TARGEDT TIME: 11:20B. .

BOMBING ALTITUDE: 455tk BG - 19,500 £t; 456th BG - 20,500 £%;

L59th BG - 21,500 £§; 454%n 3G - 19,500 T%,

BOMBING FORMATION: 9-ghip front with second attack units stacked down.

TARGET ELEVATION: DACIA ROMANA-500 f£%; REDEVENTA-520 f£%.

RALLY: left 30 degrees then right.

ROUFE BAOY: To Burn Point LUNGULETUL (44°36'N, 25°40+'E) to Turlh Point

orRExHOVA (43°45'N, 23956'E) to Turn Point PIROT G3%10'W,

220351%) to Turn Point KALIMET (41952'NW, 19941'E) to Base.

BOMBER RENDEZVOUS:

3, x. All groups load 500's GP with ,1 sec nose and half and half Ol
see and ,025 sec tail fuses. Intervalometer setting 50 £t. for all groups.

Le Omitted,

to bomber and VHF Channel "A* for

5, Commend on 6440 KC for bomber .
bombers and fighters. (ollective call signs for bombers (455th BG-BETTY THREE
ONE) (456th BG-BETTY THREE TWO) (459%h BG-BETPTY THREE THREE) (454%h BG-BETTY

8

THREE FOUR). @all signs for fighters; Penetration escort (325th PG-SHAPELY ONE)
(52nd FG-SHAPELY TWO). Target cover (l4th FG-SHAPELY FOUR ) (31st PO-SHAPELY
THREE). Withdrawal escort (lst FG-SHAPELY FIVE) (82nd FG-SHAPELY SIX).
Reecall Signal: KUEPIR.
Air Poree formation’will be left echelon of Wings with 5th leading,
L7th seeond, 304th third, 55th fourth, 49th fifth and two groups attacking
BELGRADE Sixth,
Window will be dispensed in accordance with 30P. All aireraft will
load five cartons of window. Dispensing will begin in vicinity of 45922'W,
25°932'E and continue until four minutes after bombs away.
Pathf inder aireraft will lead all groups. Bombing will be visual if
possible,
Very close formation will be necessary for maximum fighter cover, and
acecurate routes and timings are essential,

By Order of Colonel UPTHEGROVE;

,,)A::M’x /A 17?‘2«17 - /7/' Vi
WILLIAM R, LARGE, JRV,
Lt. Col,, Air Corps,
Assistant A-3,
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LEAENT 10 455TH BOWbD GROUPIE COMFIRMING MASGL0N REFURT NUs 435, 18 WHay L

wag believed hit by flak at target,

’,*“‘.'.)_“;:‘,S‘ 1 b wag avtacKed

2510E at 1140 hours, un

ler control, {lyin

was feainered, and

. m o e et v o
A WAS JOX1 e

b L e e
target at 1130

s Mg b | e e
f"/C nunber de=ddllbhs wa

g cd  Aapasy 4
AouYrs - 1.““ U xj‘lJ\w-,; 64 W

no chutes were
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wajor Reeder 7/Sgs Cassidy
Lt Sudth a/sge Conlin
Lt Dreghi & L% Custafson s/"gt Wyaquist
i1t Clowexy «/sgt Good
/et dolk 5/sgt Carringer
v 1.t Crews \

198 5/38/Lk

740
7/Sgt Collum -

oo o/sgh Yaus
D — sgt risher
L /Sgh e g sgb Fowler
Pf =gt Rassy

- o i P % d
W T ) g&t Gr@laﬁ

740 TEE Do y "
7/sgt sustin

B epae £/sgh smith
T5 piad /NS A e

i s/5g WANE
;;1 &.iai : gfsgt Hubseh

740 M 5/18/1

\
L.t Houser T/:;gt K&i‘ﬁ'}i}f
st S o/cgt 2ielinsii
L% lcionera s/sgt ravers
Lt odde, | 5/zgt Fobinsen
Lt NoREe: afsgt Turfero
p/agh 0 Brien /5at ) |

740 239 5/18/44

1% woore 7/sgh wert

1% Ennis s/Sgt Kruse

1% Campbell s/sgt Franceschini
Lt Ames s/5g% Bischoff
7/sgt Legsn s/Sgt Balough
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Lt grifftin
Lt iebsock
1t cilliam
Lt stewartson

s/sgt Dunn

Paci

¥ ;var. ,hvym

38
e o

2 — .
% Emory
Lt Swanson

740 o994

L% Jones
it 700k

PH e ———
L6 VaGerTaan

it g I
» 4 on 3
oY 8
e ry _
T4 /58t Reen 35)
i

L% Jjohuson
¥/0 Robertson
L% Teapdale
Lt Daniels

s/Sgt recman

LY Ross
T/Sgt Donahue

5/38/L4

S5/18/K)

5/38/4;

5/28/k;

Sgt Lauthan
shcgt Manning
Pfc pieree
a/Sgt Carney
sgt Williems
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